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Mrs. MONTAGU. 

BY A FRIEND. 



DEAR MADAM, Brlflol, Oaober 20, 1784. 

^ u ^HERE is nothing more inconvenient 



J J[ than a high reputation, as it fubje£ts the 

t ^ poflefTor to continual applications, which thofe of 
a "contrary clJaradter entirely efcape. The de- 
light which you are known to feel in proteding 
real genius, and in cherifliing deprefled virtue, 
expofes you to the prefent intrufion, from which 
' A 2 a cold 
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a cald heart, and an illiberal fpirit, would have 
efFedually fecured you. 

On my return from Sandkford, a copy of 
verfes was fliewn me, faid to be written by a 
poor illiterate -woman in this neighbourhood, 
who fells milk from door to door. The ftory 
did not engage my faith, but the verfes excited 
my attention ; for, though incorreft, they 
breathed the genuine fpirit of Poetry, and were 
rendered ftill more interefting, by a certain na- 
tural and ftrong expreffion of mifery, which 
feemed to fill the heart and mind of the Author. 
On making diligent enquiry into her hiftory 
and charadier, I found that fhe had been born 
and bred in her prefent humble ftation, and had ' 
never received the leaft education, except that 
her brother had taught her to write. Her mo- 
ther, who was alfo a milk- woman, appears to 
have had fenfe and piety, and to have given an 
early tindure of religion to this poor woman^s 
mind. She is about eight-and-twenty, was 
mai:ried very young, to a man who is faid to be 
honeft and fober, but of a turn of mind very- 
different from her own. Repeated loffes, and a 

numerous 
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WitAetaoB family, for they had fix children in 
feven years, reduced them very low, and the 
rigours of the laft fevere wintet funk them to 
the extremity of diftrefs. For your fake, dear 
Madam, and for my own, I wifh I could eiv- 
Urely pafs- over this part of her ftory ; but fome 
of her nxoft affetfXing verfes would be unintelli- 
gible without it. Her aged mother, her fix 
littk infants, and herfelf (expeding every hour 
to lie in), were a£lually on the point of perifh- 
iiig, and had given up every hope of humanr 
afRftance^ when the Gentleman, fo gratefully 
mentioned in her Poem to Stella, providen- 
tially heard of their diftrefs, which I am afraid 
ihe had tb6 carefully concealed, and haftened to 
tTieir relief The poor ^oman and her children 
were preferved ; but— (imagine^ dear JVIadam_, 
a fcene which will not bear a detail) for the un- 
happy mother, all affiftance came too late ; fhe 
had the joy to fee it arrive, but it was a joy fhe 
was no longer able to bear, and it was more 
fatal to her than famine had been. You will 
find pur f oetefs frequently alluding to this ter- 
rible cirtumftance, which has left a fettled im- 
preifion of forrow oh her mind. 

A 3 When 
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When I went to fee her, I obferved a perfeft* 
fimplicity in her manners, without 'the lead 
affedlation or pretcnfion of any kind: flic nei- 
ther attempted to raife^ my compaffion by her 
diftrefs, nor my admiration by her parts. But, 
on a more familiar acquaintance, I have had- 
reafon to be furprifed at the juftnefs of her t^e^ 
the faculty I leaft expciSed to find in hen ' In 
truth, her remarks on the books ftie has read 
are fo accurate, and fo confonant to the opi- 
nions of the beft critics, that, from that very 
circumftance, they would appear trite and com- 
mon-place, in any one who had been in habits 
of fociety ; for, without having ever converfed 
with any body above her own level, (he feems 
to poflefs the general principles of found taftc 
and juft thinking* 

I was curious to know what poetry fhe had 
read* With the Night Thoughts, and Paradiic 
Loft, I found her well acquainted j but fhe was 
aftonifhed to learn that Young and Milton had 
written any thing elfe. Of Pope, Ihe had only 
feen the Eloifa; and Drj^den, Spenfer, Thorn- 
fon, and Prior, were quite unknown to her, 

even 
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even by pame. She has read a few of Shake- 
ipeare's Plays, and fpeaks of a tranflation of the 
Georgics, which flie has fomewhere. feen, with 
the warmeft poetic rapture* 

But though it has been denied to her to drink 
at \hQpure well-head of Pagan Poefy, yet, from 
the true fountain of divine Infpiration, her 
mind feems to have been wonderfully nourifhed 
and enriched. The ftudy of the facred Scrip- 
tures has enlarged her imagination,^ and enno- 
bled her language, to a degree only credible to 
thofe, who, receiving them as the voice of ever- 
lafting Truth, are at the pains to appreciate the 
various arid exquifite beauties of compofition 
which they exhibit. For there is, as I have 
heard you remark, in the Prophets, in Job, and 
in the Pfalms, a charadler of thought, and a 
ftyle of expreffion, between Eloquence and Poe- 
try, by which a great mind, dilpofed to either, 
may be fo elevated and warmed, as, with little 
other afliftance, to become a Poet or an Orator. 

By the next poft, I will fend you fcMie of her 
wild wood-notes. You will find her, like all 

A 4 unlettered 
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unlettered Poets, aboundiog in ii^agery, meta-* 
phor,. s^ perfoiufication; her faults, in this^ 
refpeft, b^ing rather thofe of fuperfluity thai^ of 
want. If her epithets ate now and then bold 
and' vehement, they are ftriking and original ; 
and I fhould be forry to fee the wild vigour of 
her ruftic mufe polifhed into elegance, or la- 
boured into correftnefs. Her eax is perfed^j 
there is fometimes great felicity in the ftru£turc 
of her blank verfe, and fhe often varies the 
paufe with a happincfs which looks like fkilL 
She abpunds in falfc concords, and inaccuracies 
of various kinds; the grofleft of which havct 
been correded* You will find her often diffufe 
from redundancy, and oftener obfcure fi'om bre-. 
vity; but you will feldom find in her thofc 
inexpiable poetic fins, the falfe thought^ the 
puerile conceit, the diftorted image, and the in- 
congruous metaphor, the commoil refourcea of 
bad Poets, and the not uncommon blemifhes of 
good ones. 

If this commendation be thought exaggerated,, 
qualify it, dear Madam, with the refledipn that 
it belongs to one who writes under every com- 

■4 . plicated 
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{i^icated dif«^ama^e; who b deftitixte of ail 
the de^i]kek8) of literature, the ac£Qmniioda£ion& 
of leifure^ and, I wiH not barely fay the convo- 
niencies^ but the necef&rlcs of life : to one who 
4oes not know a fmgle rule of Grammar, and 
who bs^ never er^njien a* Dictionary. 

^ Chill Penury reprcfs'd her noble rage. 
And froze the genial current of her foul. 

Though Lhave a high reverence for art, 
ftudy, and inftitution, and for all die mighty 
names and mafter fpirits who have given laws 
to T^afby yet lam not forry, now and then,, to 
' QQnvin^e; the fijpercilioua Critic, whoie mafs of 
Ignowledge ia not warmed by a fingje particle of 
native fire, that, genius is antecedent to jules, 
aiad mdepeuden^ on criticifm; for who, but his 
own diyi^ and iij-compF^enfibk genius^ points 
ed ^ot^ ip- Shajcefpoare, while be was holding 
borfes a< th^ play-hpufe door, every varied po- 
fitiQn ojf the human mtnd, every fiiade of difcri- 
minatio!^ in the humaa chaorader ? all the dif^ 
tinQr air^CtiQus, ^nd all the complicated feelings 
of the heart of man I who tafught him to ^ve 
to the dead letter of narrative the living 4>irit of 

a^onj 
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adion ; to combine the moft philofophic tutn 
of thinking with the warmeft energies of Paf- 
fiort, and to embelliflb both with all the graces 
of Imagination, and all the enthnfiafm of Poe- 
try? to make every defcriptton ' a pi€kure^ and 
every fentiment an axiom? taknow how every 
being which did exift, would fpeak smd a£l in 
every fuppofed circumftance of fuuationj: and 
how every being, which did not exift but in 
imagination, mti/i fpeak and a£t, if ever he were 
to be called into real exiftence. 

But to return to the fubjedl of my Letter : 
When I exprefled to her my fui-prife at two or 
three claffical allufions in one of her Poems, and 
inquired how the came by them, fhe faid ihe 
had taken them froih little ordinary prints which 
hung in a fhop- window* This hint may,' per- 
haps, help to account for the manner in which 
a late untutored, and unhappy, but very fub-^ 
lime genius of this town*, caught fome of 
thofe ideas which diflufe through his writings a 
certain air of learning, the reality of which he 
did not poffefs. A great, mind at once feizes 

* Chatterton, 

and 
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aod appropriates to itfelf whatever is new and 
iMking; and I am perfuaded that a truly poedc 
iparit has often the art of appearing to be 
deeply informed oh fubjeds of which he only 
knows the general principle ; by Ikilfuily feiz- 
ing the <niafter .feature, he is thought aitfiiily to- 
rejefl: the detail, with which, in fad, he is un- 
acquainted; and obtains that credit for his 
knowledge which is better due to his judgment- 

I have the fatisfadion to tell you, dear Ma- 
dam, that our poor Enthufiaft is a£tive and in- 
duftrious in no common degree* The Mufes 
have not cheated her into an opinion that the 
retailing a few fine maxims of virtue, may ex- 
empt her from the mod exaO: probity in her 
condudL I have had fome unequivocal proofs 
that her morality has not evaporated in fenti- 
njent, but is, I verily believe, fixed in a fettled 
principle. Without this, with all her ingenuity, 
as (he would not have obtained my friendfhip, 
fo I fhould not have had the courage to fblicit 
for her your protection. ? 

I already anticipate ydur generous concur- 
rence in a little projedk I have in view for her 

reliefl 
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relief. It is not intended to place her in fucH a 
ftate of independence as might feduce her to de- 
vote her time to the idlenefs of Poetry. I hope 
ihe is convinced that the making of verfes is net 
the great bufinefs of human life ; and that, as a 
wife and a mother, fhe has duties to fill, the 
fmallcft' of which is of more value than the finelt 
verfes flie can write : but as it has pleafed God 
to give her thefe talents, may they not be made 
an'inftrument to mend her fituation, if we pub- 
lifh a fmall volume of her Poems by fubfcrip- 
tion ? The liberality of my friends leaves me 
no room to' doubt of fuccefs, — Preffing as her 
diftrefles are, if I did not think her heart was 
rightly turned, I Ihould be afraid of propofing 
fucli a meafure, left it fhould unfettle the fo- 
briety of her mind, arid, hy exciting her vanity, 
indifpofe her for the laborious employments of 
her humble condition ; but it would be cruel to 
imagine that ive cannot mend her fortune with* 
out impairing her virtue. 

For my own part, I do not feel myfelf a£lu- 
ated by the idle vanity of a dj/coverer; fdr I 
confefs, tlM* the ambition of bringing to light a 

genius 
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genius buried In obfcurity, operates mucH lets 
powerfully on my mind, than the wifli to refbue 
a meritorious woman from mifery, for it is not 
fame, but bread, which I am anxious to i^cure 
to her. 

I ihould^alk your pardon for this dull and 
tedious Letter, if I were not afliired that you 
are always ready to facrifice your moft elegant 
purfuits to the humbleft claims of humanity; 
and that the fweetnefs of renown has not leflen- 
ed your fenfibility for the pleafures of benevo- 
lence, nor deftroyed your relifh for that moft 
touching and irrefiftible eloquence, tbe blejjing 
of him who was ready to perijh. 

I am. 

Dear Madam, 

Your miLich obliged. 
And very faithful 
Humble fervant, 

HANNAH MORE. 
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To STELLA, 



A T this lone hour; when Nature filcnt KeS| 
^^ ^ And Cynthia, folemn, aids the rifing fccnCji 
Whilft Hydra-headed Care one moment fleepsj 
And, liftlefs, drops his galling chain to earth; 
O ! let fwift Fancy plume her ruffled wing, 5 

And feek the fpot where facred raptures rife; 
Where thy 'mild form, relaxed in guiltlefs fleep. 
Forgets to think, to feel j may dreams of blifs 
Lull thy foft fenfe, nor paint the fccne of woe 
I lately told j think not my Ipirit near, 10 

Light airy (hade, that would elude thine eye, 

B And 
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And fhrink to nothings confcious of thy worth. 
Yet here I darc> in Fancy's boundlefs walk. 
Invoke thy Mufe, and hail thy fong fublimc. 

Melpomene \ thou fadly fighing maidl 15 

Great Queen of Sorrows, in majeftic weed, 
Whofe gaycft airs ar« folenui founds of woe ; ^ 
Thou who awak'ft fair Stella's foothing lay. 
Soon as Aurora gilds the blufixing Eaft, 

m 

P knd thy aid, while thy fqft votary flceps, ao 

And l»d mf boldly fwell the artlefs line, 

Lend^nie Intr pen, and guide my ruftic hand, 
rTo draw fofc pity from the Tragic Talc, 

Where goading Mifcry drives her ploughfliarc deepj; 

TeaQh mc ta paint the tremors of the. foul 45 . 

In Sorrow's decpeft tints j aflift the 0gh, 

And, with its breathings, fwell the throbbing hearti 
t The tear-cla4e7e, when fofter palEobsTulh 

T' aiTavilc the fOul befie^ed by others' woe, 
: \ That 
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That eye vHkefd pity tips the pointed beam 30 

With treble foftneft— Oh! that eye is hers* 

The hoary hermit^ chillM by frigid rules^ 
Who totters oft the hair-breadth verge of falei 
And dies kn agfe that he mij lire for ercf, 
W^uld fudden.ftop, forgetful of the paft, 2| 

Nor heed the future, lift'nirig to her foftg 1. 
Her fofig, kali part, her foaring fpirit fhares 
An early Heaven, anticipates her blifs, 
And quaffs ne£tareous draughts of joy fublime 1 
Beyond yon ftarry firmament Ihc roves, 4O 

And bafks in funs that never warm'd the earth i 
Newtonian fyftems lag her rapid flight. 
She piercer! thro* his planetary worlds, 
And,, cage*, grafps creations yet to be. 

l^Yc bufy wQrld ! wliat are your cobweb toils, 4^ 

Your.Sifjiiphdaix labours ? . Infant piles^ 

^ ' / B a To 
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To raife a bubble, which in air diflblves i 

You t6ll an age to grafp the fhining duft. 

Death trips your heels^ you throw it to the wind: 

" Ah ! let your irons oh their anyils cool,*' 50 

And lift a while to SteIla^s' moral ftrain ; 

She'll teach thy eye in mental maze to creep, 

Titnid and trembling, to explore the paft; 

Alarm-d by her, the monitor within 5f 

Shall aid thy fearch, and bring thyfelf to view. 

Examine deep ^ that fccret arbitratoir 

Shall give thee felf-applaufe or deep remorfe. 

Heav'n guard thee from that Harpy, never fiird. 

Still, ftill infatiate as the bird of Jove, 6q 

That deeply gores the breaft for meals eternal. 

Nor- knows a glut from ever-growing food. * 

Still ftruggle, reftlefs ; fink to depths profound. 

Nor ever own a thought beneath immortal j 

As fucb Jehovah views thee in the dtift, . - ^5 

As fuch he'll waft thee to the plains of Heaven. 

:, . What'i 
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WTiat's Death ?' Like infants fick of fcnfelefs toys. 
We fink to reft~awake to love and joy j 
To love and joy awakes the ravifli'd foul. 
Who lived to virtue, and who own'd a God. 70 

BiJt, ah!' too daring thcme-»-STELLA, affift! 
My humble fpirit waits your focial hand,. 
Whoft firicndly beckon points to realms of blifs ; 
See, Stella foars, nor heeds my plaintive note. 
Nor will the Mufe aflift my fluggard flight; 75^ 

With ripturd, fee, flie clafps her fav'rite maid. 
And bids me fix where Science never dawned j 
Hard, hard command! and yet I will obey; 
Unaided, un^flSfted, will deplore 
That learning, Heaven's beftgift, is loft to me. Zc 
Cheerlefs and penfive o'er the wilds of life. 
Like the poor beetle creep my hours a^yays 
The journey clo^j'd, I flioot the gulf unknown. 
To find a home, perhaps— a long loft mbthei^. 
How does fond thought hang on her much lov'd name, 

B 3 And 
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An4 tear each fibre of my burfting heart, Hr 

Ah ! dear fupporter of my infant mind, 
Whofe nobler precept bade my foul afpirc 
To more than tinfcl joys the filial tear 
'Shall drop for thee, when pleafure loudeft calls. 90. 
The dark fky Ipiur'd^ and the ftorms of life 
Rofe high, wjth wildcft roar; no voicf waus^ bc4rd> 
But Horror*§ djifms^ train affrights our fouls, 
Tor fee, from the dark caverns of the deqp^ 
Their griefly forma arife -, the crown of P.evh , ^• 
Shone horribly refplqidejxtt See ! they feize 
A tremblingi^ ftinsingj^unrcfiflingform, .. ^ 

Which hourly met thcjr gr^fp : Ah ! fp^tc.hat yet^ 1 
^?e frQOi the fhorc V — jf wafts his ftiendly handj . 
He's born to W^fs, and we may yet be happy : IQX 
Quick let me clafp her to my panting, heart, . 
And bear her fwiftly o'er the beating wave. 
Invainji in vain i fome greater power unnerye^ 
Myfc?blcarmi inexorable Death, r tQ^ 

Why 



<^ 



, 



r 



NIG H T. > 

Why wilt thou tear her from me? Oh^ Ihc dies, 

Tho' V-H 's dear name had lent a feeble glow 

To her pale check, — Ihe owns him, and expires. 
Tremendous ftroke ! this is thy paftime. Fate; 
If fhrinking atoms thus thy vengeance feel, 1 1«> 

What the grand ftroke of final diflblution I 

Believe me, gentle friend, I could complain ; 
But what avails the deep repining figh ! 
How incxprcffive of the heart^felt pang I . xi^ 

When Heav'n afflifts, none fhould oppofe the plea. 
For who (hall hold the ^rm that thus has wreck'd me? 

Say, bright Inftruftrefs ! foother qf the Ibulj 
Whofe (lowing numbers,, ftrong as jEssif a harp> 
Defpair ne'er heard, but loathing left the fouli 
Dire fiend I i^hom fbunds of joy could ne^er allure i 
O fay, fpr flxong-eyed Faito h«s borne you far . ta% 
Ikyond tbe gloomy chambers of the grarc j 

B 4 Speak 
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Speak loudly to ipy late corredcd foul. 

That fore .reward awaits the blamckfs mind^ 

Elfe will I give the firenuous ftrugglc o'er, J2S 

Deny a V — as delegate of Heaven, 

Throw up your Angel mind, as painted fhade. 

Or ijotion ftroqg frOm early pjccej^c caught,: 

Rove thro* the mazfe of all-allurin© fcnfe, • ^ ' ' 

And this fide Jordan every hope fhall fix : 130 

Mere ravings all^tbcfe crude idea&:idie; .... 

As Faith to Calvart's mount direfts my view j 1 

Nor will I lofe> thus humbled as I am, 

My dear-bought claim to Immortaliiy, ^ \ 

Excufemc, Stella I I0, I guidrfefs (bay^ i-t^^ 
No friendly hand affifts my wilder'd thought j 
Uncouth, 'uncivilized, ahd rudely rough,* : ' ^ 
Unpolilh'iJ,. as'thc form thrown by by Hcaven| 
Not worth completion, or the Artift's hand. 
To add a fomcthing more. Such is the jpind 14© 

Which 
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Which thou may 'ft yet illumine j *tis a ta& 
For Angels thus to taifc the grofeling foul, ' 
And bid it pant for more than 'eaithly bllfs, ' ' ' • 
Then fhow Heaven's opening glorie;s to jtiy ejrcs j 
And I will view -thee as the fount of light, 145 

Which pieiic^d old Chaos to his depth profound^ 
While all his native horrors ftood reveal'd. 

Yet more I aft— Ah, Still a! aid my pen 

To paint the grateful>rapturc, tt^defcribe * 

How the big hearty «xulti|>g|. fcarcely beats, 150 

And joy too vaft oppreflfcs all the frame I 

The ?xtacy in languor leaves the foul, 

*■ 
And all her tlacken- d faculties relax/ 

The web of Gratitude 's fq^ finely wrought. 

Thought hardly dares to.tom^h it; foft'ning time, 155 

And frequent paufcs, give ,it.fti;ength.9f growth, 

E'en to opprelHon. , Oh, delightful pain ! 

My foul wants .firm fupport* . The glopmy joy 

• I once 
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I once prdferi'd> ;ahd thought tke nobler ciioice, . 
Has loft ijiijeiliflaii: grwd.miftakc ^f fook/ ■■' i6o 
IitfulleaftiraWbrWd! J^^jr fertflxangcd. : r; .. ■ , 
Fropa focUl jo7> I fix'd my woet^feaugbiieyc _ . 
Wjicrc richer bla?;'d ufKm*rmirk^ 
And^fcrv'd to lig^uts.etrrqrMQith^.wcftldj^ 4 i : r. . r. 
I i^et th' ungp»iaJ, i|aawn«fji;fengl>f, J?t«,C(>W^ Tfij 
And, hardening by th' encounter, deep I funk 
Abftraacd^Scprnwd^ilqjceJcd .^bq yay^,^^ >:,- 
No matter whither :wTJi;i)?,fpQ.g?.u4ySii^h jn^^j • V 
^Shines notrfor mcy no b^^d qf.Natijireyi^^Jdf :jn: .,, . t 
Her varied ifcrcct&j nft ipfju^^iy^e^ the.gfx;>ve ij .170 
No vallies blow, na wAv^ng^gwiJo^ f 

Its tender ftalk to cheer my. jcoppng houf ;.,,; :■,> 
But horrid .^ileixcc broody k^JPP^ ^W ^^H^ K ; i 
A?Vith wing deep-dren<;|i*4 i;i Mifcry s torpid^ dews. , 
Thai heart; which QAce ha,d jQin'd the lau|;hin^ traip, 
Whofc guUtki^ ?apfurej fiew f>^ Fancy's wing, 176 
• Nor cmcc-f^irfted thus to feel the gripe . 

Of 
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Of iron-daw'd Dcfp^ir, now yields to. pai^> . ^ 

To agonies more CKjuifitc th^Dcatki 

That is~to IWe. O, Ntfwe! fhrick ao cwWi tUP 

I have no ftnfwcr for tby thriUiog voice i ^ 

Go, melt th^ foul, Jcfs frozen in her pow'rti 

Arid bid her weep o'er miferies not her own ; 

Hold up the fainting babe who figha its wants^ 

So mutely incoherent ; m^rk the head i8| 

Which age and woe bend tremulous to earth ; '\ 

Whofe lamp, now quivering inthe fockct, calls 

l/k hafte for aid, ne'er iinds it, and goes out, 

plead thou lipr thofca Ijgt never talk of ^id 

For miferies like mine, which tnock relief, ,190 

Thus dtfpcrately 1 teafpn'd, madly talk'd— 
Thus hqrri^.as I was, of rugged growth^ 
More favage than the nigbtly-prowlipg *olf 1 
She feels what Nature taught; I, wiWierf«, 
Opposed herdiftatcs-^b^t my pMtyi^ foul -193 



♦ ^ 
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Now ftiivcrs in the agony of change. 

As infefts tremble in the doubtful hour 

<5f tranfmigrationj loth to lofe the form 

Of various tints, its fondly chcrifti'd pride j 

Difrob'd like nne they fall, and boaft no more., 200^ 

Stella, ho\^ ftrong thy gentle argument ! * 
Ay thee convinced, I fcorn the iron lore, / - 
The favage virtues of untutored minds : ^ 

In thy mild rhetoric dwells a focial love * . / 
Beyond rtiy wild conceptions, optics falfe ! * ' ■ iio$- 
Thro' which I falfely judg'd of^ polifh'd life; * ' 

This is the fuUen curfe of furly fouls. 
To difbelieve the virtues which they feel not! 
Ah, Stella ! Vm a convert; thou haft tun'd - 
My rufting poivers to the bright ftrain of joy 4 210 ' 
My chiird ideas quit their frozen pole 
Of'blank ^efpair, and, gently uflier'd in. \ . 



1 
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By grateful Rapture, meet thy genial warmth : 

'Tis more than joy, or joy to an extreme; 

Then teach my honelt heart to feel more faint, 215 

More moderate in her grateful change, or lend 

Fair Elocution, who the Mimic aids. 

To paint in brighteft hues the unfek joy« 

Accept the wild and untaught rapture, form'd 
From fimple Nature, in her artlefs guife ; aio 

Yet in its wildnefs charming to excefs 
To fouls like thine, diftafteful to the vain^ 
Who rclifli nothing honcft; nothing love 
But flattering flrains, tricked out with every art 
Of gaudy Eloquence, and trim Decejt. 225 
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AUTHOR^s OWN DEATH. 

WRITTEN WHEN VERY YOUNG. 



inpHUS, when the fatal ftroke of Death 's defign*<J, 

On oozy banks th' expiring fwan recUn'd, 
Her own fad requierii fings in languid note^ 
/While o'er the ftreanm the dying icchoes Botu 



But, ah ! can youth dwell on the tragic part ? 5 
Can I dcfcribe the trembling, panting heart ? 
In Fancy's frolic age can I relate 
Thie pangs, the terrors of a dying ftate ? 

Yes 



51 

i 
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ifes— tho* ynlkiird, I'll the grim (hade pur fiiCt 
And bring the diftant ttrror to my view ; wl 

Dwell on the horrors of that gloomy hour j ; 

Death, made familiar, lofes half hh power^ I 

Peace then, ye paflions of ungov^rn'd youth. 
Foes tp reflctftion, enemies to truth 1 ' 
Let me, unruffled by your clamorous voice, i J 

l^Bkc the drear regions of the tomb my choice y 
And while fad Fancy paints the difmal fccM, 
Wheije reftlefs ghofts by midhight moons arc (eta 
Stalk o'er i;he gloomy grave, Mufe I be it thine 
T'o roufe the vain, the giddy, and fupine, 26 

Who Pleafure*s rounds purfue ; while ydung^ Defire 
Wakes the gay dream, and feeds the dangerous firet 
From ;heie..I fly—aind now,, my penfivc foul, 
Mark the hacih fcreani of yon death-boding owW 
Perhaps (he, qalls jfoocie: lingr nog, tardy ghoft if 

To fmell the wotW, tarellhtorfr^ad botir be loft 
fr.h^{pa^sthfif]U^{fnbhi>m€irir^ ^^Qsiie,/refl:Ieis;foul^' 
Relax fr6m.tor(:u]:e;nyou^wh9na:Fafieii^n^^ 

6 To 
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To purge y<iprcarthly crimes in liquid fire> 

In anguiih phrng^d^ till ages fball expire i 30 

(This> Romb's grand tenet) fui thus wa(h'd away^ 

Pure, bright, and clcans'd, youUl wing to ^ndlefs^ 

Prefumption, hold I Lo» o'er yon niifty tomb . 

l^ans a fad fpcdtre, and bemoans .the doom , . 

Of ncycr-erring Jufticc J heavenly power! . 35 

Support and .guard me in this gloomy hour 

Of dread inquiry !— ^* Say, thou wretched foul, 

O teach a young, rafh, inexpericnged fool. 

What 'tis to .die, and where thou wing'dft tby 

way. 
When turn'd a wanderer from thy houfc of clay ? 40 
Did'ft tread foft lawns, or feek Elyfia^ groves^ - 
Where Poets feign the lovpr's fpirit roves ? 
Qr, on light pibions cut. the doling air, .. .^ : . - 
And to each pbinetary world repair ?- ^- . *.^ . c J 
px, guidelefs, ftray ^ercidilmal-grMnf reicuind, 45 
And forked lightnings quiver qn^the ground ? 

: Or 
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Or did fad fiends thy unhousM fpirit meet, 

And with fhrill yellings th6 poor tremlylcr greet 

To the dar^ world ? Defcribe that fccne of woe 

Which thou haft felt, and may I never know !'* 50 

" Thou'lt know, indeed,'* it anfwers with a groan, 

*^ The.patigs of death too fure fhall be thy own j 

Pains yet unfdlt ipuft feize thy every part, , ; ' 

And D«Mh*s cold horrors hover roiind thy heart; 

Thy dying eyes fix'd on forae darling friend, 55 

While ftrong convulfions their wild orbs extend i 

One gafp, and deep eternity in view. 

The foul Ihoots forth, and groans a laft adieu, 

I dare ho more— but Oh i too curious maid. 

Seek not to pierce th' impenetrable ilhade 60 

Which wraps futurity; thou 'rt fure to die; 

Reft there, nOr farther fearch, nor queftion why ; 

Scan not Omnipotence— of that beware ; 

Oft the too curiolis eye is dinuh'd by blank defpair/* 

C Farewel^ 



x9 T H O U,;G n T S, &c. 

Farewel, poor Ghoft! yc horrors of the night, 6§ 
Begone, nor more my fliudd'ring foul atfright j 
The queftion unrcfolv'd I foon flij^U know. 
Then I«t(^ h^ fro(ri t|is|^ f(3^e o|^oe^ .. f 

HMcefaift2x,(±am^BlH&rey*Iie2deiriee i^>)y^ 
Enokanting Fair, who tempf*ft brut to deftrot j. 70 
Ye thoughtlefs maids who trai^j ynt dr eams purfue^ 
No more my momci^js muft be loft with you 5 
No more my foul in empty mirth fliall Ihare^ 
Or fondly relifh pleafures ting'd with care. 



1 



^>iiioi ^;-.-'^ '•"• '.n.. ' Vk- j"i "^-j 
And thjou, all^merciful ! ortlnifcient Power ! ,7 c , 

' O teach me to redeem each mif-fpent hour ; 

In youth the mind's beft gifts moft ftron^ly fliine, 

Ah 1 let them not too fuddenly decline ! 

In mercy add a few remaining years, -^ 

The grave fhall lofe its fting, my foul (hall lofe itV 

.' Jv ' , ;■ . . -. . . ■ -^5;: '. -■ • 

fears. 80 
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To a F R I EN Dj 

„(OM VAX ENTINH'8 DAY. u. : 



rr.^ ;; .; 



■ lU:. . . , . • . ., , '^iM. 

THO* 'blooming flicpherds hail this day 

With love, the fubjcfl: of each lay. 
Yet frieiidlhip tunes my artlefs fong, 
Td thee the grateful themes belong. 



Strephon, I never will repine, 
Tho* deftin'd not thy Valentine ; 
0*cr friendihip's nobler heights we'll rove. 
Nor heed the foft'nirig voice o^ love. 



,»u ». 



C a Strangers 



Strangers to Paflion's tyrant rcign^ 
Carelefs, we'll range the happier plain, id 

Where all thafe calnmer joys well prove. 
Which wait fublimc platonic lovfe. < -' ' 

Yet FIl allow a future day. 
When friendfhip niuft at laft give way> 
When thou, forgctftiHbait>rcfign 15 

The maid who wr<Ke this Valentine. 

Think not, my friend^ I dfpam of /<3V/, 
Itbat with fome happier maid thou'lt prove 5 
Friendfhip j^one is my defign 
In this officious Valentine. ao 

Yet, when that vi^or God^ali reign. 
And conquered Friendfhip quits .the plain. 
This gentle whifperer captive take, 
'Twill all thy former kindnefs wake. 

But 



r 



ON VALE(NTINE's DAY. ai 
But if its pleadings you deny, (25 

^And fain wou'd have remembrance diej^ 
Then to devouring flames confign 



/ 



/ 
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'Tr*b. 2!.'*^ i* 
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Another VALE..^„TJ,,?;^,Jfe. 
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O ATj gentle Shepherd^ ihaU Hd% day^ 

Propitious ^^Qiy^^^pr^^^ ^ r/i 

Infule thro* all thy vittl frame ^ , . . 

The tender^ trembling thrilling ft^ ? ^,^^ ^,; P 

■. • -.- . ; ::U'I 
This day prefers the lover ■$ piaycrsj ^ 

This day the yielding fair one hears i ^ 

Shall blooming Stuphou theii repine^ 

At being hail'd a Valeatine ? 

.01 turn 



r 
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1 turn thine eyes, and view yon dovCj 
Hc*ll charm thy every fcnfe to love ; 10 

While> from the bending fpray> his mate 
'^Snall loTe-mlpired notes repeat. 



ThW4^iW^ye^eh£8i4^eye? ■ 
Run o'er thefe lines, may love arifc 
Within thy breaff to equarminc, ^'^ 15 

Nor read in vain my Valentine, 

My powerlcfe pR' difi|>aWt«f ''8aSe;-^«^^-^° • ^ 

What raptures wait a mutual name'} 

Then \K thy {&& Vllh-d^'^ftfe?^'-'^^'"-' -'^^•''^' - •• " 

VU blefs the day of Valentine. . ao 



C4 



,-. -..1 :.- I- i^yij ■ .:. 

To.Mrs. V— — N^;. 



QEQUESTEK^D from'the bufy lvhiric>f allfem^' 

Permit foft Pdticy*iil the Irak to ftrky s ^^ -^ . 
In cjark obfcurity my lift began; ; .. /7 

Where Science fcorn'^to'cheer the dreiry way. 



Bright fentimerit/ if urtimj^rtfY'd,* mtfft'dley '-' 5 
And great ideas/ tinafflfttdi fall'; ' ' ^'^- - ^ 1 , • *' 
On Learning's wing we Jjiei'Ct'th' ^rtipyr^il l^y i 
But Nature's untaught'effbrts are tfut fhmtl,^' '* - -'- • 

Pardon, bright fair ! my haplefs fate deplore^ ' 
Nor fcorn the grateful, tho' unlettered line 5 lO 

The Eaftern flave's permitted to adore. 
When in bright Sol h« feeaa Godhead ihine. 

Heaven 
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Heaven Ifj^unis him not, but fparestbciinca^ht mind^ 
r^^ho ne'er religion's nobler truths has pcoVM ; 
T'feus, ; in^thy-ibofom, where each virtue's jdinM, 15 
L©t Bfejr |dei<!civrfi*e- Realbft can^t approve^ - 

•::j l?a otee^M^^glooin of folitude'^ tone hour, ^ " 
In this fad\^foifn drfertfM^fe by wo*. 
May buiy^toemory's ever pleafing poWr^ » . 
' In grateful vifibn ItiH your form bcflow. ' ^ 

Belov-d idetf, on»my lieart imfH-eft^ ' * 
Whith time or anguifli iiever &al} efface. 
Till Death &all fterhly bid its motion- reft. 
And in id^fl^^ His barbed dart (hall (>lace, 

I . Not vadue4 l^fs, with gratitude refin'dj 25 

Shall my wamri heart your hojbour'd partner fliarc $ 
With joy I'll own how gr^M, Ixow gqod his mind. 
And hall endi hfeavcnly ' viTtot pfaitfed there, ^ 

O I had 



:a6 TO-*lltS. Vi— ^N. 

But ten fb'fMifedriCbri.^ginlty-mei'u.ir, ■ o.-i j^ 
The dre^ vretfwjuittiss ««»ii hiid^n«A«r<been'giv^. 
Nor itreflinu)g.fi|ie»^»v>^pnrgfd tht> U^Ik} pb{id«l< : 

How di^renl ifh^'^ho i7Ml^^'tii|»|lj^#Q^9>ur, 
,ft^/ jocund) 4<l0e&td^<i^y^s titling Utti. I' r^i 
Deaths mafls^^of^ Shares the ball tod^fe^iye ttDK^ 
^nd beckon*) i^tta*r*pp^, ihe-i^J^flwrSf* - - ^' ^' '^6 

A^aft ihe vj^rtKc ^aik anddHUal tsife,'^'"'^ 
Where ghoft§ itff I<»i^-id*pattc4 l^le^res roam'r ^''^ 
Sad comfort?.,! v^ertf )^%po0rekpcdiejit?^l" *^ 5 
Say, wh3t,pleas»d gui(fe^aUwaltt^ytreM>Woi!ril? 

O, Mifijry.l Keadferi*antfic^ prying eye ••^^ 41 
Ofi3d*vWi'^h/acrthftcrro«wandinevwMtf" *^^^ 
Avaunt! a*iy-4»rtePiBbotiirtwith'octa<7|H • 'i 

^?or V-r-^srbright ^iKuei-fptak-a^ppMrfate.- ' 
! -"^ • Then 
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TiDi-MJLS. .V-r-«.N. «7 

'^t diftance foUo^iiFjMhertiithi^ bo)dfy;ftM|]/!(ji r- ' }i 

That mind wl^?fe t:H>»,J«»w wocld,eQ»^ nfi'cr CPn^ 1 
p:)W.fF9pl<5d.<»b« it F^wknJ wjPfl^n^n'di . . S» 
Yet founds- ^fjKgip(fjf^ lw« it bufiki^pup,',,, ... 

Of htimai^ 5ws*/y j^hp 4^^%irif j^and^ 

Of (^^ing jprl^^ , #nd .i|fisK'1^(cl"^Qm;»er mourqs 1 
ipiies with pa^e,M»'iy »>i^i^W«y.fl»«4^ 

. .f Rais'd 



4f TO MRS. v. — ^— N, 

s 

w :Rai&*d as 1 aiprt to ^eet domcftic jay 
By bounteotisV«r^-^K, triil fl>c ihc ime iefofej/ • . . 
You who, Iik« HtoveiH «d(MM iW^e d6d ndt xkftroyv 
Say, will yoBfcof^n the poor unpolUh'dlllftfc? 

Oft when the fragal mtal fdimes tny eyes, '. 65 
Bi]^ tapture heaves my late dtffponding breaft • - 
f fee your forth' in every Weffmg Hie, — . - : - - 
It fmilcs content^ and bids nty fofrows reft* 

Hope, lovely phantonr! isj^andihalhbciTii^e/- 
She hovers ro\ind, amidft'diis^Wafte of wife-; - - - 70 
t^bints my ohce^cheerlcfs fofui to views fiibllme;* 
From Earth's lacfftene, arid mi^ry's wreck bcfew.- • 

Pour down, ^rcait God ! thy cfioiceft bleAngi^ here, 
Sifch virttfes merit thy peculiar love ; - ' 

O ! make their beauteous progeny thy cafe, ' -' ^ 75 
Arid lift them Uit'io all thy joys above! , 
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FRAGMENT. 



-— IVl Y foul is out of tunc. 
No harmony reigns here, 'tis difcord all : 
Be dumb, fweet Chorifters, . I heed you not ; 
Then why thus fwcU your liquid throats, to cheer 
A wretch undon^, for ever loft to joy, 5 

And mark'd.for ruin ? Seek yon leafy grove. 
Indulgent blifs there waits ypu; fhun this fpoc 
Drear, joylefs, vacant, as my wafted foul, 
Difrob'd of all her blifs : here heave, my heart. 
Here figh thy woes away ^ unheard the groan, 10 

Unfcen 



3© A FRAlGM'E'NT. 

Unreetaol)^ fiailingitesar!^ in tivis lone wild i - ^ 

No hufy iboi Invadesfthiy' hoarded griifs^ ^*- 

And fmiles in ignorftnite^ at whac htf'fecU not. ^ '--^ 
Yet, yet indulge not, lift'ning winds may catcli 
CohermtfigbSi amd w^ftithem^far a^qpta^f, c>. / xliiM^ 
Where levity holds Aigh the fcrffcleforoajf^fl /-uoibsiK/ 
Of laughter^ and pale woc5, aJ»A?ai>ttcilbj^:>'f5 lifi np 
Or, Ihoia'd my wDe$(llC"to the winds ^flfefe'dj -t>H juS 
No longer mift^ once? paft the ^iji^^^mgUi^pHv/ ^otll 
Like flying atoms itt thcTightlcj&kir,'^ "'^^t^''" i^ ^qw*'^ 
Some might defcendont&d ga/,' g^iodrig l^lff^i^idHW 
But few, how few, w«af^ reach 'thft fiseSi^tnifldla:^'^* > 

Officious Truth! urii^lcoriie guefffe^ttilyfti^"'^ 
Yet I will own thee, and bid Hope good* nighty ' '''^ ' 
Fond, foothing flatterer ! Nineteen years are paffi,^ q!§ ' 
• Since firfl: 1 liften'd to her pleafmg lore ; 
Ah, me ! how bright flie painted future fcenes, ' 
And fwcctly fpoke of blcffirigs yet unborn ! 

Now, 
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A P,RAGM.E3^T./ jr 

Now, fond Dfcccmr, wlicre's thepromiiy gdod-^^f ^ 
But, Oh! thou'rt lovely, and PU ne'er accufc ,iu(5o 
Or hate thee, tho* we never meet i|^* /U. j / 

^iti^ thee^ Defpair, muft I then tread the path^ 
Of tedious life^ ncH^ tiaft one look bdiind. 
On all the pik3^f Mi&.gay Hope had rais'd f .34 
But Heaven thdiighi: otherwifc-nO, generous world l 
Thou who fi) frankly hoM^ft th^ oiahittcr'd draught, 
Atficpt my furly thanks, and fcw^are due 
Where U^ is beftaw'd« The Toalbncr raves. 
Lifts the hakl (Qre» and wi& li^it^wlnded fpeech. 
And felf-applauding dialed, condemns 40 

My mind^ f^us ftmying froff? tl^c trodden path ; ^ 
I heed ypw not, nor have I time to ipin 
The. flf ead of argument j. y^t fain wou'd knoyy 
The ready road to reft. Teach me, ye wife, 1 
You who^have trod the endlefs, pndlefs whirl j . 45 
Of meafurelefs conjedure, ftill upheld ,_ . ^ ^ 

^^ fi By 



54 A FRAGMENT- 

By brilliant Fancy's rapture-giving wing ? 
Q you ! whofe fpiric^ rove beyOnd yoa' c^b?, i : ,\ ■' 
To find the realms of reft, Ipr fuch tbcirc ^r^i. 
To prove a home when the fad foul fliall need it. 50 
Imagination Wanders, while the eye ; ^,^ _, 
Seems far extended, tho' the fenfelefs b^ls 
Diftinguifli nought, but, ev^ry fcnft .calj'd ipi ' ' 
Is buried in the dufky, deep recefs ^. j 

Of meditation. What's the grand refiilt ? 55 

Ye ftudious fages, whereas the fix'd ^h^pl> 
Where*? that eternal honric, beyond thiC,^rflfY.€ .? . . I . / 
Oh! deign to tell a felbw- wretch Ukc itic, '. 
Unwilling to be nothing ; are not you ? . 
Elfe why this fearch — and whcre's the gr^at.fuccefs F 
Say, have you found it ? can you teach th€ road 61* 
Which thither leads ? Ah, no! th' accounts brought 

home 
Differ fo far, millions of Heavens are formed 5 
Each vain philofopher, by pride miflcd,. 
• ' 6 Prefencs 
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A FR'AGMENT^ 33 

» 

Prefents you st futurity his own i 65 

By that fecur'd, the felf-fufficicnt fage. 

Indifferent, views the group of anxious fouls 

Searching the path to reft 5 if his they mifs. 

He fwears no other way can e'er be found, 

And then eonfigns them o'er to endlefs woe, 70 

Oh ! narrow notion of a Goo fupreme I 
Oh ! barbarous portrait of a God all love! 
rii think no more, Y^ deep-diftrafting doubts. 
Bewilder Jiot my fpuli for fecj the page 
Of bouhdlels Mercy> and of Chriftian Faith, 7 J 

Clears tip the doubtful future ; all is peace, 
Hope dawns, an carneft of the perfeft day. 
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ON THE 



Sudden Death of a FRIEND. 



'' A PPEAR, thou fightlefs Minifter of Death, 
" Go feek the fpot where guiltlels joys refide, 

" Seize Delia's frame, fulpend at once her breath, 
" And from its long4^v*d home the wond'ring foul 
divide. 



" Be deaf to all, nor heed the plaintive moan 5 
" Of weeping hufband, parent, child, or friend 5 
'^ 'Tis my high will that flie attend my throne, 
'* Where flow thofc perfe<9: joys which never fliall 
have end/' 

^ So 
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' ON THE DEATH OF A FRIEND. 3$ 

So fpake th' Omnipotent. The fpirit heard. 
With azufe pinions veil'dt^e Ikims the air, 10 

The heavenly regions quickly difappear'd. 
He, unperceiv'd, alights bcfide the happy pair. 

Amaz'd he view'd this feat of humble love. 
Content and joy in every breaft elate, 
One moment. mourn 'd his errand from above ; 15 
While mid' the cheerful group the thoughtlcfs vidtina 
fate. 

With eye afkance he aims ifec- deadly blow. 
Nor dares to look while he direfts the dart ; 
N.0 more her cheeks with purple blufhes glow. 
But all the fpirits rulh to guard the fainting heart. 20 

In vain, in vain ! the heart refufes aid. 
An iron flumbcr fcals her heavy eyes ; 

D 2 She 



^6 ON THE DEATH OF A FRl£ND. • 

She finks irt death— th' aftoni(h*d foul, difinay'd, 
Burfts thro' the doors of life> and fecks more friendljT 
flciesr 

Hail, Spirit^ difengag^d froiti cftfmbfoirS' elay I 1^ 
JLet not oar tears retard thy blifsful flight / * ^j 

The figh diflblves in faith j purfue thy wiy, ' 

'Till Heaveft^ {nil joys fli;all dpen on thy ravifti'd 
fight. 

O, Trfvitsrs ! raife thy low declining head. 
Nor fink beneath this mighty weigjit of woe, 30- 

Mourn not thy love, nor Aink thy Delia dead^ i ^ 

She lives whm boondlefe jbys Ihaljf ever,' ever flow* 
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To Mr. R ,- 

O N H I S 

Benevoient Scheme for refcuing Poor Childrea 

from Vice and Mifery, 

py PROMOTltfO 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 



•^ R-- \ my timi(^ foul would fain, jfpirc 

^ Tp rapture f\ich as thine s to th^ pure zeal 
Which fires thy foul in bleft Religion's caufe. 
Say, can I catgh one faint, one glimmering fpark. 
To warm.ipy cheerlefs bofom ? Will the flame 5 
Which ever feeds thy fervency of foul. 
Illumine raw« ? Ah, no ! on me 'twere loft j 

D 3 My 



38 TO MR, R— , ON HIS SCHEME 

My faculties, my poverty of thought, 

Wou'd ever cUfappoint the grand defign. 

And fender great conimiflions all abortive. lo 

Vain were the hope to fave a ruin'd world ! 
Ev'n Jesu's fufFerings ne'er convinced the whole ; 
Then ftiall an atom the fix'd axis move. 
And win a world from hell ? Thou greatly dar'ft. 
Yet limited thy powers ftand forth, ye few ! 15 

You who wou'd give a luftre to yoiir name. 
And prove the grand impreflion of Jehovah ; 
Who weep, like R— — , the glory of your God, 
Defac'd, demolilh*d, beauty trod in duft; 
Leave not the wreck deferted on the beach, 120 

Where Ignorance, Vice, and loud-mouth'd Repro- 
bation, 
» 

Exulting yell, and wring the melting foul : • 
O ! freeze, to hear the hoary-headed finner. 
With ceafelefs profanation, taint the airj •• • 

Grown 



OF PROMOTING SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 39 
Grown old in dark ftupidity, he treads, ' 25 

Fearlefs, tho' feeble ; on the verge of fate 
Sin leaves him not 5 and innate flames of vice 
Still fiercely burn ; the faft exifts in will : 
The laft remain of life prefents a gloom 
Which frights the fhrinking foul ; lo! back Ihe ftarts. 
Struck with dire horror, loth to hear the found, 31 
The dreadful fummons of offended Heaven- 
She lingers — the ftrong blaft to atoms rends 
The frame which held her. — O ! ye better fouls. 
Ye nobler few, who flumber in your race, 35 

Tho' well begun, and forwarded with hope. 
Say, will you fee a fellow -fpirit loft. 
Thus fwallow'd in the ever-yawning gulf, 
Thiat frights the mental eye, and e'en appals 
The man who firmeft ftands, nor lend your aid 40 
To fave hirp, as a foul once meant for Heaven ? 
O, think ! the coming hour will foon be your's j 

D 4 Let 



40 TO MR. R , O^ HIS SCHEME 

Let not a form which tjears yotjr Maker's image 
Defeat the end of being ; kiiow 'tis ypur*s. 
In heavenly tints to dip the infant foql ; 45 

To raife the new idea, lift 4t high, 
Ev'n to Jehovah's Throne : the duftile mind^ 
Pliant as wax, Ihall wear the mould you' give ; 
Sharp Gratitude yoq-ve call'd to life, fliall cut. 
In ciphers deep, thp now expanded hearty .50 

And, ev'n beyond the chambers of the grave. 
The joyous fpirit ihall your records bear. 
To naeet your eyes ivhen trenibling worlds expire* 
What then fhall live, or ftand in that dread hour, 
But acfts like thefe, when panting fpirits call ^^ 

For every little teft to aid their plea I 
May your's refound, Supported in the bla<|: 
By grateful Infants, and by ripen'd Man, 
To whom you gave pcrfedlion* Angels fmile. 
And fongs of glory fliake the vault of Heaven* 6q 

Not 
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pF PROMOTING'SUNDAY SCHOOI.S, 41 

Not to the vain I lift my popr appeal, 
Who never yet have darfd to bwn a foul, 
Or name a Deity with h(rart-fclt joy ; 

*Tis to the mind who feels like generous R , 

Whofe heart can mourn, whofc manly eye can melt. 
At the dread thought pf hymaii fouls deftroy'd. 66 

What pen, thd' dipped in horror's dcepeft dye. 
Can juftly paint the poor unlettered tribe, 
Aflembled in a group ? The florid youth, 
Robuft, impetUo\iS;| ardent in his ftrength, 70 

Lively and bounding as the (kipping roe. 
The blufli of beauty glowing on his cheek 5 

m 

fFitbin^ a ftrong epitome of hell j 

^here vices rage, and paflions wildly roar j ^ 

Strong appetites, which never knew reftraint, 75 

Scream for indulgence,, till the foul diftraft. 

Seizes in hafte the draught of poifons mix'd 

When fin began, and ruin'd nature fell i 

The 



42 TO MR^R^^— , ON HIS SCHEME 

The dire infyfion ftrongcr grows by time ; 

And ftill fermenting, <fins on fins arife, 8q 

In order horrible. Thus cyer loft. 

The poor benighted foul ne'er hqpes to light 

On Gilbad's fovcreign balm, its worth not known. 

Or long mifus'd ; ah ! haplefs, haplefs date. 

Where Immortality itfelf is fick, ?5 

And hopes annihilation. Dr^^dful thought I 

Poor miferable refuge ! poorer ftill 

The foul who hopes .to ftnd it. O, befriend. 

Ere 'tis too Ute, the tender, bpdding mind. 

Now choak'd by ignorance ^ cherilh the fparjc, gm 

The particle of Godhead, which impels 

To good if nourifh'd, if o'erwhelm'd muft die ! 

Ye facred few, who fhudder at the found 
Of blafphemy, breath'd from the tender lip 
Whofe lifping accent Innocence ftiou'd guide, 95 
Whofe heart ihou'd white-rob'd Purity adorn: 

O, think, 
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O, think, how loft the beauteous ri^robate 
Of twelve or fourteen years, nurs'd up in fin 5 
On whofe fweet form her bounteous Maker fmird. 
And gave, as the grand ftroke of fair Creation 1 roa 
Her paffions foft and gentle ; pure her thought ; 
Her foul fo Angel-like, it fpoke perfeftion s 
Eyes form'd to bend the ftubborn brcaft of man 
To more than human foftnefs j accents rhild 
To charm his ear, and (both his fullen foul, 105 

When panting in the iron grafp of woe! 
O ! flie was meant fo perfeft, fair, and good. 
That Angels with unufual ardor gaz'd, 
Bleft the fair form, and hail'd the joyous hour ! 
But ah ! down, down Ihe finks, for ever Iqft, no 
For ever tarnifh'd, blafted in the bud -, 
The early falfehood points the flowing tongue. 
The artful leer deforms the eager eye j 
The fmile oft praftis'd, deeply to deceive ; 
Each foft allurement Heaven fo frankly gave, 115 

All, 



44 TO MR.R— , ON HIS SCHEME* 

All| all devotpd tq eternal Ihame : 
Charmipg In ^l^, top oft fhs. meets her f^tc^ 
SPv^early, tjiat tliip moftol>dijrate.wcep, 
Aiid give§ that pity flje was fprm'd to raife, 

Awake^ ye rich, that fleep ! awake tQ favef i%Q 
And infant?, yet unborn, in choral fong. 
Shall blefs the hand which formed a focial father^ 
A father on whofe lip inftrrhStion hangs. 

Who fnatches from the burning flame fhe brand ! 

.I 

•';'.. ^ ^ J. • 

The poor illiterate, chill'd by freezing want, 12^ 
Within whofe walls pkle Penury ftill fits^ 
With icy Jiand imprefling every meal^ 
Cannot divide his flender, h^rd-earn 'cj mito 
Betwixt his bodily and mental wants ; 
The foul muft go— for hunger loudly pleads, 13a 
And Nature will be anfwer'd i thus his race, 
'Envelop'd, groping, fink ip vulgar toils j 

To 



OF PROMOTING StTNDAY.SClfddU. 4^j 
To eat and deep includes the fours brfk ^fh j , 
And mean deceit, and treacherous, lotr-phra&'d guile. 
Fill the vaft fpace fer better purpofe given. 135 

Opj)refs'd like you, fo Amram's fon once fclt> 
X 0*erburtheai'd.mth a grofs inconftant race; 
Fain wou'd ye tq their prOmis'd Canaak guide 
Thefe wretched waadereta, leadthem co their rdt, ) 
As nuKflng fattfifers bear th^fucking babe 1 »4^ 

Fain wou'd-ye to the fiielterifig hive allure. 

And fix the fwarm where chdlefs pleafures flow. 

«- • . 1. .' ' '■'J .^ . ' 

• Take ofF/^gi^at Gxyol '{bme portion of thy fpiric. 
Too mucVf6f one weak form 5 overpowered hefinksi 
Yet glories in the flame ; and fainting thus, 145 
WouM lift a ^orld to Heaven* . Omfttfti^nt Power I 
Bring forward yet thy ftV^ity eleft I 1 

* Not wifhing td diminifli a fpirlt of Religion,' but m allufiott Xo 
the Secoind. CJhaptet of NuwIbers, Verfe 17 ; ** And I will tak« 
*♦" off that Spirit which is upon thee; and I will put it upon them;** 

Bid 



46 TO MR. R , ON HIS SCHEME 

Bid them to thy great mandate fix .their Jcal, 
And loudly found — " Ye chofen, aid ^ly. people; 
Guide them, I charge y^u, thm' die dreary wilds, 
Support the faint^ and tell the lazy^blind, 151 

Who, mole-like, never faw,.nor ever wifh'd ii;;. 
O, tell them, 'tis in Mercy yqta arc given ^ 
That unto you I gave extenfive fouls, ,; 

Great faculties, .and ample, means, to favc. j . . 155 
Souls I thoiight worth creatit^* Thcnrejoice, . . 
That you are thys.Gommiffioh!d> ppen'd fj^r . . 
To you the pathof gloryi;jwr3hi)ysj /i?^ir,.fouls. 1 , ; ^^, ..^ 
Wander in darknefs, and deipair to find 
Salvation withouLhclp- ,.-To^jrou I giye', ^ , 160 
The mean§ 5 then anfwer ;well your facred charge/' 

Ye Heavjen-attempting foi^$,. where yijrtues lie 
Liftlefs, inaftive, waiting jbut the? call ; ' 

Of great Jehovah, liften to. his voice, 
A voice ne'er heard in vain ; hark ! hark ! it founds . 

From 
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From Mifery's lowcft flicd j the accent foft, 166 

The humble figh, the infant's early tear. 
The hufband's ftifled, fympathetic groan. 
The mother^s feelings, tnore than ever felt, 
Tho' borne in filence and in pcnfive mood. 170 

Thefc are all Ibades in^hich the Godhead 's fccn j 
Well felt thofe woes where great Religion fits 
On the houfe-to|>, and Iheds her heavenly dews 
On the poor group j—bc't yotif-s to fix her there. 
In drcfs like this; Omnifcience foftly tries 175 

Your friendly doors, and thus difguis'd^ oft meets 
The ftern repulfc, and virtue*killing frown. 
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To Mrs. M-r-S, 



^^imifmafmtmM i I 1 



pARDONi much hoAotir'd, IFair ! tJws huirtWe 1^, 

iforfcorh die tribme-Gnrtitudc may pay.;- 
ISfO^rapturoiis- Mtife e'er wanhM my ruflfic' tecafti . ' 
Nor dare -^1 Wn the Tiright jexabed gueft : ' ' 
Far flies the Miife where radiarit Science. r^igo5i: f 
Infpires the foul, and elevates her ftrains j 
Then rapture, melody, and fcnfe confpire. 
And Phoebus fiercely twangs the fprightly lyre i 
Far let her fly — if Gratitude be mine. 
Her voice (hall match the whole harmonious Nine j 
The full-fraught heart, with fiercer ardors rife, J I 
And pierce, refiftlefs, thro' yon azure Ikies j 

3 Nor 
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TO MRS. M- ^S* 49 ' 

Not pailfes Ihort of the Cclcftial Throne, * 
But feeks the ear ihe's certain is her own ; 
There loudly founds — a voice by Mercy given j i ^ 
Whilft echoes vibrate thro* the vaults of Heaven, 
There founds your name, while lift'ning Angels bend 
The well-tun'd harp, and to the tale attend* 
In that great day when nriingled nations ftand-^ 
ISome wiih, fomc dread Jehovah's laft command, ao 
Shall not my little ones, with ardor raifc 
Your plaudit high> who prop: their infant days -, . 
Whofe voice has call'd^them from the depths of woe> 
Supprefs'd the ligh, forbad the tear to flow ? 

Low on the earth, by anguilh crufli'd, 1 lay— 25 \ 

\ mourn'd the night, nor hail'd the coming day. 
When bright Aurora tipp'd the Eaftern (kies. 
Hearts blefs'd with plenty bade the Goddefs rife i 
Not fo with me— to Mifery refign'd, 
On her cold lap my wretched head reclin'd ; 30 

E Around, 



JO TO MRS. Vl ^$. 

Around, grim horrors take their ghaftly ftandy 
And Famine executes her dire command, 
Nor once relents j— the tear reluftant flows. 
Not for my own, but for my infants* woes : — 
t'h^ Stoic's fuBen gloom had fiU'd my foul, 35 

Forbad the figh, and checks the tears that roll ; 
Ev'n fmiling Hope, foft foother of thc-mind^ 
Like Milton's Guardian Angel, had rcfign'd , 
Her charge as loft ; homeward to Heaven ihe flies. 
And grim Defpair, and all her furies^ rife j 40^ 

G> difmal Fiend ! to thee I give the world. 
From all its joys, and fliadowy vifioHs hurrd'> 
The contcft o'er, eternal worlds are mine. 
Where ranfom'd fpirits tafte repofe divine* 



/ .... .[ St 1 ^^- :^ 

t-d-- ■•■■•. 

ST E L L A; 

O N A 

Vlfit td 'Mrs. MO NT" AC U.- 



T TNEQUAL, loft to tht afpiring chr'm, 

I neither afk, nor owh th'' immortal name ' 
Of Friend i ah, no 1 its ardors arc too great. 
My ibul too riaTfo\^, and too low my ftate 5 
Stella ! foah on, to noblef bbjefb true, 5 

Pour out /our foul with your lov*d MoNTAOtr ; 
^ut, ah! Ihou'd either haVe a "thought to fpare. 
Slight, trivial, neither wortli a fmile or tear, 

E 2 Let 



S^ TO STELLAi ON A 

Let It be mine i— when glowing raptures rife^ 

And each, afpiring, feeks her native fkies; lO 

When Fancy wakes the foul to extacy. 

And the rapt mind is toucli'd with Deity^ 

Quick let itic froni the hallo w'd fpot retire^ 

Where facred Genius lights his awful fire. 

Cralh'd as I atn^ by Fortune's adverfe po^er^. ;.I5 
I hail the joys which wait thy happier hour j 
To hear the mufic of bsr matchlefs tongue. 
On which the namelefs fweets of wit are hung 5 
What blifs the fricndftiip.of the wife to Iharcy i^- 

Of foul fuperior^p. and of virtues rare I ^ ^O. 

Where Genius in familiar converfe fits. 
Crowns real worth, and blafts pretending Wits^ 
Where great ideas, fe4 by Fancy, glow. 
And foul-expandihjg notes, in rapture flow; 
Where pointed thought in polilh'd diftion dreft, af 
With every grace affaults the yielding bread j 

O, powers 



VlSir TO MRS. MONTAGU. 5J- 
O, powers of Genius ! even the Mifer*s heart. 
In the fweet tranlport bears a tranfient part; 
He thrills, unconfcious whence his pleafures come. 
Who ne'er had dreamt of rapture but at home -, 30 
But, ah ! the flight impreflion quickly dies. 
Or on the noxious furfacc floating lies i 
The momentary virtue ne*er was brought 
. To frame one bounteous deed, one generous thought j 
His hardened fpirit only knows to fhun 35 

The lore of wifdoni, and the genial fun 
Of warm^ humanity J ah ! joylefs breaflt,N 
Which neter haird a felf-rewarding gucft ! 
Tf hen fly, cold wretch; td thy congenial cell. 
And quit the haunts where fwect feofations dwell. 40 

How has your bounty cheered my humble ftate^^ 
And chang'd the colaur of my gloomy fate t 
'Still fliall your image footh my penfive foul. 
When fl,ow'-pac'd moments, big with mifchiefs, rpU; 

E 3 StiU 



54^ TO STELLA^ &e, 

Stiirfhall I, eager, waU your wifh'd return* . 4J 

From that .bright Fair. who decka a Shakespeare*^ 

urn 
With deathlefs glories; every ardent prayer 
Which gratitude can waft from fouls fincerf, • . 
Each warm return to generous bounty due> 
Shall warm my heart for you. and Montagu^ j^ 

PJeft pair ! O,^ had not <buls like yours been givcn^ 
The ftupid Atheifl; well might doubt a Heaven. ^ 
Convinced, hq now defcrt^ his gloomy ftand. 
Owns Mind the nobleft proof of a creating hand, 
Galen's converfion, by externals wrfiught^ 5| 

Dropt faf beneath fubjimity of thought y ' ^ 

But cou'^ he thofe fup^rior wonders fi^id. 
Which form-and a^kuatc your nobler mind. 
How wouM the Heathen, ftruck with vaft furprife* 
Atoms deny while fpirit iiU'd hi5.eye$^ . $0 
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To the Same ; 



ON HER 



ACCUSING THE AUTHOR OF FLATTERY, 



A N D O F 



Afcribing to the Creature that Praifc 
which is due only to the Creator. 



TpXCUSE me^, Stella, funk in humWc ftate> 

With mord than needful awe I view the great i 
No glofly drftion e'er can aid the thought, 
Firft ffamp'd in ignorance, with error fraught* 
My friends Pve praisM— they ftoad ia heaveiily 
guife 5 

When firft I faw them, and my mental eyes 

E 4 ' Shalt 



56 TO gTfll^LA. 

Shall in that heavenly rapture view them ftill. 

For mine's a ftubborn and a favage will j 

No cufloms, manners, or foft arts I bpaft. 

On nfiy rough foi^ yduf niceft rufes are loft ; iCt 

Yet Ihall unpolifh'd gratitude be mine, 

While Stella deigns to nurfe the fpark divine, 

A favage pleads— let e'en her errors mgve^ 

And your forgiving fpirit rnek \n love, 

O, chcrilh gentle Eity'§ latpbeiit flanic, i^ 

From Heaven's QWa bofbm the foft pleader came ( 

Then deign to blcfs aifoul^ whp'll ne'er degrade 

Your gift, thq* fcarppft ^niferies invade ! 

You i ^(knawledge^ joext to bounteous He^ven^^ 

Ljl^e his, yoiMT : influence chears where'er 'tis given f 

Bleft ip difpenfing! .geiude S-tELj.A, hear " . %n 

My only, ihof t, but pity-n>oving prayer, ... 

That thy gfcat fQ\3lkxmy fpare the rullic Mufe^i , , 

Whom Scjciiq^CYfr fcQrn'd;^ and errors ftill 4bvfe% 
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S O L I L O Q^U Y. 



-PitiiP 



•«— .W'hAT folly to complain, ; 
Or throw my woes ^atinfl the face of Heaven f > 
Ilh felf-created prey tipon my fotii> ^ 
And rob caqh coming hour of foften*d Peaec. 
What then ? Is Fate tq blame ? .1 chcife diftrcfs; | 
Free will was mine 5 I mighi: liayc ftill been happy 
From ^ fore-rknowledgc of the^ire cfiefl:. 
And the fad i>ondage of refiftlefs love. 
I krjew the ftruggles gf a wounded- miod. 
Not felf- indulging, and not prone to vice, 10 

Knew all the terrors of conflifting paffion, 
Tqq ftubbojn fpe, an4 cyer uQfubduecJ i 



5» SOLI L)Op^U Y. 

Yet rafhiy parleyed with the mighty viftor, 
Infcftious milfcs upon my fcnfes hang. 
More deadly than Lethean dews which fall i J 

Fran* SoAwivs' b6ugh, on the poor iwariedr'wreteh, 
Whoie woes are fully told ! ■' 
The dire contagion creeps thro*^ all my frame. 
Seizes my heart, and drinks my fpirit up. 
Ah ! fatal pocfen, whither doft thou tend f - ao 

Tear not my foul with agonizing pains ; 
There needs no more j the world to me is loft. 
And all the whirl of life-unne^ded thrift, 
'J 6cken at the Sun, and Sy his beams, 
Lik<? fomc fad ghoft which loves the moonlefs nightj 
And penfi ve fluins the morn. The deep rec^ft a6 
Where dim-ey'd Melancholy filent fits, / 
Beckoning the poor defponding, flighted wreteh, 
cSuits well, 'Tis here I fiiid a gloomy refti 
*Tis here the fool^s toud clatter leaves mt ftilt^ 30 
Nor force uawilling anfwer s .to their tale : 

But, 



f 



s o L J L,9 Q^u y. $i 

But, ah ! this gloom, this lethargy of thought, ' 

Yields not repofe i I figh the hour away i 

i 
The next rolls on, and leaves me ftill ppprcft. 

But, oh ! fwift-rfooted Time, thou ceafelefs racer, 2i 

Thou who h^ chac'd five thoufand years before thec^ 

With all their great events, and minute triEe^, 

Haftei with rcdou^^ed ipeedj> briftg oii th< houTi^ 

"V^hen dark Oblivion's dyfky veil (hall ihrouA 

Too painful Memory, j .^ > 40 



r, - .., ! . . ^ 
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ADDRESS 



T O 



FRIENDSHIP! thou noblcfl: ardbr 



Chief Signifying proof of glorious man ! 
Firm cement of the world ! endearing tie. 
Which binds the willing foul, and brings along ^ 
Her chaftcft, ftrongeft, and fublinieft powers ! 

All elfe the dregs of fpirit. Love's foft flame. 
Bewildering^ leads tV infatuated foul | 

Lcvohi 



1 



F R IE N 0-S H IP. \ 



rofthcfoiiri n 

fupport ' * j 



r 



AIJDRESS to FUlENDSHii*. 6t 

Levels, deprefies, wraps in endlcfs mifts, 
Contradts^ diflblves^ enervates and cnflaVcs, . lO 
Relaxes, finks, diftrafts, while Fancy fills 
Th' inflaming draught, and aids the calenture* 
Intoxicating charm ! yet well refin'd 
By Virtue's brightening flame, pure it afcends. 
As incenfe in it$ grateful circles mounts, ^5 

Till, mixt and loft, with Thee it boafts thy name. 

Thou unfound bleffing ! woo'd with eager hope. 
As clowns the nightly vapour fwift purfue, 
jQl^nd fain wou'd grafp to cheer their lonely way; 
Vain the wide ftretch, and vain the fhortcn'd breath. 
For, ah ! the bright delufion onward flies, ai 

While the fad fwain deceived, now cautious treads 
The common befiten track, nor quits it more. 

Not unexiiling art thou," but fo rare, 
That delving fouls ne'er find theej 'tis to thee, aj 

When 



ffi AtmLUi^ to fm^it^mmn 

When f6und, if ievdr found, fweetf fiigttive, r 

The noble niind'Opes all her ridheft ftorcs ; ■ 

Thy firm, ftrd^ng hold fuitsf the couragcbtis breaft> 
Whf;r^ ttiAbotii virtues dwell in fecret league^ 
And eacfji confpires to fortify the reft* jd 

^ Etherial fpirits ajone may hope to prbve. 

Thy ftrong; yet fbften'd rapture*; foftenM more , - 

When ptfuitence .fo<:oeeds to. injury 5 

When, doubtjftg pardon, tlii meek, pleadings eye 

On which th^foiil had oftcCiWith pfcafure'dwclt, - 3^ 

Swims in thc:teiii of &rrow and repentance. ' . •^ 

^he hulxlt&'rmtid with treble pity viewiS 

The t»rniib*d'fricnid, who feels the ftirig- bif fhatne^^ - 

'Tis then too littje- barely to ftrghe; !' .. i 

Nor can th€ f<yul reft on that frigid thought^ ' 40. 

But rufhing fwiftly from her Stoic heights,. 

With all her fro^sen feelings melted down * 

By Pitfs-gciir^f Wms, Ihe finks, diftreft, . * 

^ Shares 



ADDRESS TO : FRIENfigMIK ^^ , 

Shares the confagioti, - and with lenient hand x ^ ' 
Lifts the warm chalice fill'd *with cottfolation. ' 45 

Yet Friendfhip's nirhe oft decks the crafty lip. 
With fceming virtue clothed the ruthlefs fouVi . ^ 
Grief-foothing notes, well feign'd to look like Truth, 
Like an infidious fcrpent foFtly creep 
To the poor, guilclefs, uhftifpefting heart, . ' iJO 
Wind round in wily folds, and finking deep 
Explore her facitd rreafure," ^bafcly hcaVt 
Her hoard of wxJes to ^ri tinpitying world j 
Firft fooths, enfnares, expofes and betrays. 
What art thou, fiend, who thus uiurp^ft the f<«rm '55 
Of the foft Cherub ? Tell me, by whut name ' 
The oftentatious call thee^ thcHt wh6 wre^klt' " 
The gloomy peace of forrow-Ioving femls ? 
Why thtau art Vanity, ungenerous fprite,- 
Who tarn iftieft the ^(Siondeiiii'd fo great, - <W 

And of foul-fiiirin^ cjafehtie.' B^t fdi* the*/ i \^ S 

How 



i 



^ ADDRESS TO FRIENDSHIP- 

Howpure^ how bright wou'd Theron*s virtues Ihirtej 
And, but thzt Tbcu art iacorpVatc wkh the flame. 
Which elfe wou'd blefs where'er its beams illume. 
My grateful fpirit had recorded het© 6^ 

^ fplendid feemiDgs, Long Tve known their worth, 

O, *tis the deepcfl; error man (Sua .prove. 
To fancy jojrs difinterefted can liva^ 
Indiflbluble, pure,*unmix'd^ith'f€lf j 
Why, 'twere to be immortal, *twerc to own 74> 

Ko part but fpirit in this chilling gloom. 

• My foul 's ambitious, and its utmofl: ftretch 
Wou'd be, to own a friend — but that's deny'd. 
Now, at this bold avowal, gaze, ye eyes. 
Which kindly melted at my woe-fraiight tale ; 7 j 
Start back. Benevolence, and fbun the charge y 
§<grft bending Pity, fly the fullcn phrafe, . ^ 

Ungrateful as it fccms,; My aftijc(9i fate 

Excites 



^^ 



ADDRESS TO fRI^f^pSHIP. 6$ 

Excites the willing hand of Chafkjv 

The momentary figh, the pitj4ng:-tear, 8q 

And inftantaneous a6t oF bounty bland^ 

To Mifery fo kind ; yet not to you. 

Bounty, or Charity, or Mercy nuld, 

Thepenfiye thought applies fair Fricndfhip's name; 

That nantie which never yet cou'd dare exift 85 

But in equality * .. •. ♦ : ;♦ 41 • 

♦ « « # « .« #--.*.• 
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to *HE 

Honourable H- E W — -^E, 

ON READING 

The CASTLE of OTRANTO. 

December, 1784. 



fTT^O praife thee, Walpole, alks a pen divine^ 

And common fenfe to me is hardly given; 
BiANCA*s Pen now owns the daring line> > 

And who expefts her mufe fhoulddrop fromHeavcn. 

My fluttering tongue, light, ever veering round, 5 
On Wifdom's ftarrow point has never fix'd ; 

J dearly love to hear the ceafelefs fpund. 

Where Noife and Ndnfenfe arc completely mix'd. 

The 



ON THE CASTLE OF OTRANTO. 67 

The empty tatde, true to female rulcs> 

In which thy happier talents ne'er appear, 10 

Is mine, nor mine alone, for mimic fools. 

Who boaft tiy {eXi Bianca*s foibles wear. 

Supre r^e irf l^tt IhfiH woman ever fit, 

, While Wifdom fmilcs to hear the fenfelefs fquall j 
Nature, who gave me tongue, deny'd me wit, 15 
FoUy,I worship, and Ihe claims me all. 

The drowfy eye, half-clofing to the lid. 

Stares on Otranto's walls ; grim terrors rife. 
The horrid helmet ftrikes my foul unbid> 
' And with thy Conrad, lo ! Bianca dies. ' 20 

Funereal plumes now vtsLve 5 AlphoKso*s ghoft 
Frowns o*er my fhoulder j filcnce aids the fcene. 

The taper's flame, in fancy'd bluenefs loft. 
Pale fpcftres fliews, to Manfred only feen. 

Fa Ahl 



e^i ON THE CASTL£ OP OtRA^tO, 

Ah ! Manfred I thine arc .bitter draughts of WQCj CL^ 
Strong ,guf);s of paffion hurl .th^e on thy fate $ 

Tho' eager to elude, thou n^cct'ft the hlow^ 
And (or Ricardo MaKfaed peep$ inibte^ 

By all the joys which treafw'd yktjues .yipj^ 

I feel thy agonie3 in W^J-ROLP^s linpj . 30 

J^ve, ,pride, revenge, by turns maintain .the |ldd> 
And hourly tortures rend .my Jhe^ri: for .ihinc. 

Hail, magic pep! that ftrcmgly paint'ft^t^c ,:^, 

"W^here fell Ambition hpWs feis >^!w;il4^ft f^^i 
The whirlwind riages to the diftant pole^ 35 

. : And Yirtycj ^ftr^nded, pleads :her c«yfc,n9 ri><fte. 

Where's Manfred's refuge! WA^Pf9tE^;tgUji^V2j^ 
Thy pen to great St. NJCHOLAS.pc^ntSjthe^eyc^ 
E*en MAN^Rpp.f^aUs ,«> gvard ^-f-PHONfo's heir^ 
r Tho' 55tfi(cipu> ibacne ^.irft ,giy^s Jtrf^ jf^V^^p ^^ 1^^* 

Matilda ! 



o$r ra^ tAStiM of otRA^fto. e^ 

Matilda ! ah,, how fdft thy yielding ifiind, 4lf 

When hard otediencc cleaves thy iknvi hem I , 

How nobiy.ftrcqifei when teve and. virtue. jfriir'dF 
To melt thy f6uj ^o4 tai&^ia^^ layer's part ! 

Ahf ; rigid duties/ which .two fouls ^ivid^ I ' 4 J[ 

Whofij ijfthr Salons, rcild thitpanting breaft 1 

pluck 1^ deur inwge froiti the Widow'd fide,* 
Where Love had ItiU'-d^ itsf tvcry capita reft; 

HvpoLiT.A'.b.f^nd, paffiwfjto^cds^, 

Her krw fbbinifnon foitrnqt ft^uk Kke m\tke% 50 
BiANc A might 'have lov'd her Man#r'e0' Idfej 

Not offei'd^liefs at groat Relfigign's fhrinc 

Implicit Faith, all hail ! In5)*rial mto, 
^ E«:a'fts^fabtniffion j fcaibh we refigirs 
Againft (M fttuks' ^e adopt the plair g$ 

Whl€!h Re^erenfcci Fear, and Folly think dJ^* 
F 3 But 



70 ON THE CASTLE OF OTRANTO. 

But be it ioy Bianca ne'er ihall prate^ 
Nor Isabeli^a's ^qual powers reveal; ., ,. 

Tou Manfjisds boaft your pbwer^ and priise yburftatea 
We ladies oi}r omnipotence conceal* 60 

But, Oh ! thou ftrange-inventing Walp^le ^idej - 
Ah ! guide me thro* thy fubterraneah ifles, ^ 

Ope the trap-doOT where all thy powers reSait^ -^ 
And mimic Fancy real woe i)eguilcs, .. 

The kind inventrefs dricexbe ftrcaipingitdar; : < . , 5| 
-.The;^»p^founding>gnoan (hall faintly ^iit, . . 
The fighfttklificken'crc it meet the air/ : .= / / :! 
And ScWoWs difmal troop. affrighted Ayj,. . :^ . 

Thy jawlcfs (kdetoh of Joppa*s wood . ' >{ 

Stares in my face, and frights my nfiefttaleye 1^ 70 
tNot ftiffcn'd worfe.'the.lovq-fick Freoikiq ftopd, 

-.Vi?:henihcldim fpcftre (bri6k'4 the difmal cry. 
: : Bu( 



ON THE CASTLE OF OTRANTO, 71 

But whilft the Hermit does rtiy foul affright, 
X^ve dies— Lo ! in yoa corner down he kneels ; 

I ihudder — fee the taper finks in night, 75 

He rifes, and his flefhlefs form reveals. 

Hide me, thou parent Earth ! fee low I fall. 
My fins now meet me in the fainting hour i 

Si^y, do thy Manes for Heaven's vengeance call. 
Or can J free thce from an angry power? 80 

Stella !. if Walpole^s fpeftres thus can fcare. 

Then near that great Magician's walls ne'er tread. 
He'll lurcly cohjure many a fpirit there, 
. Till, fear-ftnick, thou art niimber'd with the dead. 

Oh ! with this noble Sorcerer ne*er converfe, 85 

Fly, Stella, quickly from the magic ftorm i 

Or, foon he'll clofe thee in fome high-plum'd bearfe. 
Then raife another Angel in thy form. 

F^ 4 Truft 



ii ON THE CASf LE 6^ dtRANfo: 

Truft not his art, for fHould lie ftop thy breath. 
And good Alphonso's ghoft unbidden rife j 90 

He'd vanilh, leave thee In the jaws of death,- 
And quite-lbrget fo dfofe thy aching eye^; . - - 

But is Bian6a fafe in this low vale ? 

For fhbuld his Goblins ftretch their dufky wing; 
Wouid they not briiffc nh'e for the ftuc^^tflei .95 

Would they not pinch me for the truthrl fing ? ' 

Yet whifpfcr hot Fve callM hiin hafhcs, I fear 
His Aklkf would my haplefs Iprite torriient^ 

He'd cramp nriy bones, and all iiiy fih^s.teai* i 
Skoiiia SrittA blab tHfe ftcfei I'd j>r^vifnt, ioQ 

But hulh; jrfe wlrids; -^t crickets chirf Hd-n^'oriT, 
I'll IhHnk to bed; h6r theft laid brndrfs heir. 

An Bidcous ruftlirig IHakes the iattic'd d^; 
His fpirit^ ho^ei- in the figfitlefs ai>, 

Nowj 



ON THE CASrUE OF OTRANTO, 73 

Now, Morpheus, Ihuit each entrance of my mind, 105 
Sink, fink, Othanto, in this vacant hour ! 

To thee. Oh, balniy Gou ! Tm all refign'd. 
To thee e'cji Wai^pole's wand refigns its powcr^ 
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TO HER QR.AQB 



The Duchefs Dowager of PORTLAND, 



•^TATURE! thou aftive Principle, whofe depths 

The curious mind wou'd willingly explore 5 ' 
Thou, who in univcrfal order fway*ft 
The jarring atoms of a various world ! 
The Sceptic's Deity ! whofc 'wilder'd foul 5 

Nc*er reachM, by Faith^ thy firft ftupendous caufe ! 
Immediate emanation of a God ! 
O, fwell the untaught rapture 5 bid It rife 
Spontaneous in my bare uncultured mind f 
Thou (halt afpire, when Gratitude ^fts', '10 

To 



TO THE DUCHESS OF PORfTLAND, 7^5. 

To nobler heights than Science ever dar'd* 
Then found with ccftafy a Portland's name. 
And bid it live beyond the wreck of worlds. 
-For her let F«iGy pierce the deep abyfs, 
part thro' the liquid clement, and tread i| 

The Ihelly pavemoit^ da?:ding with the glare 
Qf varied hue^ -, the lively coral here, 
flere thjp pale pe^l j (he lovely vivid green 
Qf brilliant onyx, and the fapphire's blue. 

The Tritons fporting in their oozy grots, dO 

''■■'■''■ ■ . .•' ^ ^ ■'./:.-_ "^^ 

Forget to heave the tcmpeft-loving wave i 
The huge Lpv^athan, which late had 'fcap'd 
NorwegUn toils^^ and, ftung by fear, defcends 
More fwift than eagles mount memdian heights, 
J^eels rapture, added to the joy of life, 15 

Whilft Neptunb, from his floating couch, thus; 

fpeaks: 
*^ Pqiltland my deep dominions dares explore. 



« Thofe hidden gems By vifl^r foiil^ n^'ijf JJffe'if , 
« For her ttei^o?df adventurer A'd^ '" '-'■ j<^ 

" The golden fepentm ikAB''iAK''v>il<i§r ' ' 
" Asi^ALTiTES, anc( the veneraBle Nile,' 
" Pluck the^fair apple which Gomorrah^s flame 
** Has fUl'd witn fulphur $ tread once KaUbw^d eartK' 
^ Where ancient Sion ftood ; tlioYe te!g1its^afcend 35" 
*' Which pious Noah, oft DEUCALjtoN calT'd, 
** Firft haird with grateful joy, and fearlefs prefs 
" The Caspian wave : for frer tlie rover leeks 

*^ The fcatter'd remnants of a ruin'dworra/ 

*^ But that the furge yon planet wou'a o'erwRelm, 46 

*^ The roots of Ocean wou'd I throw to land/ 

^« And all my gems fliou d meet Her generous eye ; 

*' ———It muft not be; great Jove's indignaht trowii 

c : j /'-; r . i^ . ' ■ ,':. f: :•.:':', :^>' ^/•.. 

*^ WouM fhrink each coward wave fceneatli his fellow. 

*' This boon refus'd, I gave a nobler ftill 45 

" In Tweet exchange; magnificently good, 

^ ^^ Her 
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OF PORTLAND. 77 

** Her godlike foul the wanderer ftiall footh, 

*^ Chace the fad gloom from Sorrow's woc-funlc eye, 

** Apd bid cach-fUture minute ily in pcaQc.-* 

Thiis fpake the God, the lift'ning furges catch 50 
The potent founds, and waft them to the fhorc j 
Echo fQ .Majst xv AN grav^qs ^e :ftrain pwJopg'^ $ 
But Tctyrus had Ipng forfcjpk the Ihafde j 
And, fioqe hh .Ab/«icey Mdody haS ifnc^m'i^. 



L 
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On Mrs. MONTAGU, 



TT 7HY boaft, O arrogant, imperious rrian* 

Pcrfcftion fo exclufiVe ? are thy powers ' 
Nearer approaching Deity ? can*ft thou folvc 
Quefcions which high Infinity propounds. 
Soar nobler flights, or dare immortal deeds, 5' 

Unknown to woman, if (he greatly dares 
To ufe the powers affign'd her ? Aftive ftrerigth. 
The boaft of aninialsi is clearly thine ; 
By this upheld, thou think*ft the leflbn rare 
That female virtues teach ; and poor the height lO 
Which female wit obtains. The theme unfolds 
Its ample maze, for Montagu befriends 
The puzzled thought, and, blazing in the eye 

Of 
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ON MRS. MOKTAGU* 79 

Of boldeft Oppofition, ftrait prefents 

The fouVs b^ft energies, her keencft powers, 15 

Clear, vigorous, enlightened ; with firm >ring 

Swift Ihe overtakes bh Mufe, which fpread afar 

Its brighteft glories in the days of yore ; 

Lo! where Ihe, mounting, fpurns the ftedfaft. 

earth,. 
And, failing on the cloud of fcience, bears 10 

The banner of Perfedion.^— — 
Afk Gallia's mimic fons how ftrong her powers> 
Whom, flufh'd with plunder from her Shakbspearb's 

page, 
She fwift detefts aijiid their dark retreats; 
(Horrid as Cacus in their thievifli dens); 45 

Regains the trophies, bears in triumph back 
T)ie pilfer'd glories to a wand'ring world. 
So Stella boafts, from her the tale I learn'dj 
With pride fhe told it, I with.rsjptureheard. 

O, MoN- 
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O, MoNTAGuJ ^org^ve;rqe, if I fing ^d 

TJiy wifdgtn ;tf:npper'd ,y^h jthe jojU^er ray 

Reach the low.i^ jsjl^p niJftSf^f,igOCV-anq.e,l9^, 
Sjr^e iOntfve ij^p/patk ,^Jii(;|* .lay. j^pnier^'d, ^5 
Thick clogg'd, and almoft quench'd in t(^tal^j^ht — 
Oil me it g^li .and.chjEjjr'.d gjy J9yl/jfsJ^ai;ti . 

Utnwelcqme is the, foft, bright s^^^iC^i^gljt 

And fain wou'd pufh the heavenly ftrang^jjb^ck} 40 

She loaths the.?i?a»py wfei<fH a)d|j}it8it^4§|!t . 
<^nfus'd, afi:#id:.x>f;|l^e:Ji}ti[iJ^i/ig.gujBftj ; - 
Difhirb'di .Hli1fiflAQg:tQ,r?fieixf t\ie,\fcm> 
Which to h0^lC'h?r:i;imYe,4?|Jjil«fSf(liCW/, 

The cffbrt.rudc.tp, qilcft^h t}ie cheering, ftamc ^ 
Was mine, and e'en on Stella cou'd I gaze 

With 
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With fuUen envy, and admiring pride. 
Till, doubly, rpus'd by Montagu, the pair 
Confpire to clear my dull, imprifon'd fenfe, 
And chafe the mifts which dimm'd my.vifualbcam. 

Oft as I trod nnly native wilds alone, 51 

Strong gufts of thought wou'd rife, but rife to die ; 
The portals of the fwelling foul ne'er op'd 
By liberal converfe/ rude ideas ftrove 
Awhile for vent, but found it not, and died. SS 

Thus ruft the Mind's beft powers. Yon,ftarry orbs, 
Majeftic ocean, flowery vales, gay groves, 
Eye-Wafting lawns, and Heaven^attcmpting hills. 
Which bound th' horizoii, . and which curb the vicwi 
All thofc, with beauteous imagery, awak'd 60 

My ravifh'd foul to extacy untaught. 
To all the tranfport the rapt fenfe can bear 1 
But all expir'd, for want of powers to fpeak ; 
I All periih'd id the mind as foon as born, 

G Erased 
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Eras'd more quick than cyphers on the fhore> 65 
O'er which the cruel waves, unheedful, roll. 

Such timid rapture as young * Edwin fciz'd, • * 
When his lone foQtfteps on the Sage obtrude, 
Whofe noble precept charm'd his wand'ring ear^ 
Such rapture fiU'd f La'ctilla's vacant foul, 76 

When the bright Moralift, in foftnefs dreft. 
Opes all the glories of the mentaf world, :" 
Deigns to diredt the* infant thought, to prune 
Tpbe budding fentimentj uprear the ftalk 
Of feeble fancy, bid idea live, 7^ 

Wqo the abftraded fpirit from its cares. 
And gently guide her to the fcenes of peace. 
Mine was that bahn, and mine the grateful heart. 
Which breathes its thanks in rough, but timid ftrains* 

* See the Miiiftrcl. f TJie Author. 
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T N this lone hour, when angry ftorms ckfcend. 

And the chill'd foul deplores her diftant friend j 
"W^hen all her fprightly fires inadtive lie. 
And gloomy objedbs fill the mental eye; 
When hoary Winter ftrides the northern blaft, 5 

And Flora's beauties at his feet are caft ; 
Earth by the grifly tyrant defert made. 
The feather'd warblers quit the leafleftfliade; 
Quit thofe dear fcenes where life and love began. 
And,- cheerlefs, feek the favage haunt of man j 10 
How mourns each tenant of the filent grove ! 
No foft fcnfation tunes the heart to love i 

G a No 
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No fluttering pulfe awakes to Kapture's call; 

No ftrain refponfive aids the water's fall. 

The Swain neglects his Nymph, yet kncAvs not why ; 

The Nymph, indifferent, mourns the freezing fkyi i6 

Alike infenfible to foft defire. 

She aflcs no warmth — but from the kitchen fire ; 

Love feeks a milder zone ; half funk in fnow, 

Lactilla, fliivering, tends her fav'rite cow; ao 

The bleating flocks now afk the bounteous hand. 

And chryftal ftreams in frozen fetters ftand. 

The beauteous red-breafl, tender in her frame, 

Whofe murder marks the fool with treble Ihame, 

Near the low cottage door, in penfive mood, 25 

Complains, and mourns her brothers of the wood. 

Her fong oft wak'd the foul to gentle joys. 

All but his ruthlefs foul whofe gun deflroys. 

For this, rough clown, long pains on thee ihall 

wait, 
And freezing want avenge their haplefs fatej 30 

For 
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For thefe fell murders may'ft thou change thy kind. 

In outward form as favagc as in mind -, 

Go, be a bear of Pythagorean name. 

From man diftinguifti'd by thy hideous frame. 

Tho' flow and penfive now the moments roll, 35 
Succeflive months ftiall from our torpid foul 
Hurry ttiefe fcenes again -, the laughing hours 
Advancing fwift,* fhall ftrew fpontaneous flowers j 
The early-peeping fnowdrop, crocus mild. 
And modpfl: violet, grace the fecret wild ; 40 

Pale primrofe, daify, maypole-decking fwcet. 
And purple hyacinth together meet : 
All Nature's fweets in jpyous circle move. 
And wake the frozen foul again to love. 

The ruddy fwain now ftalks along the vale, 45 
And fnufFs frefti ardour from the flying gale i 

G 3 The. 



86 CLIFTON HILU 

The landfcape rulhes on his untaught mind. 
Strong raptures rife, but raptures undefined -, 
He louder whittles, ftretches o'er the green. 
By fcreaming milk-maids, not unheeded, feen ; 50 
The downcaft look ne'er fixes on the fwain. 
They dread his eye, retire and gaze again. 
'Tis mighty Love— r Ye bloomings maids, beware. 
Nor the lone thicket with a lover dare. 
No high romantic rules of honour bmd ^^ 

The timid virgin of the rural kind ; 
No conqueft of the pafTions e'er was taught. 
No meed e'er given them for the vanquifh'd thought. 
' To facrifice, to govern, to rcftrain. 
Or to extinguifh, or to hug the pain, 60 

Was never theirs ; inftead, the fear of fliame 
Proves a ftrong bulwark, and fecures their fame j 
Shielded by this, they flout, rejedt, deny, 
With mock difdain put the fond lover by j 
: Unreal 
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Unreal fcorn, ftcrn looks, affeftcd pride, 6$ 

Awe the poor fwain, and fave the trembling bride. 

As o'er the upland hills I take my way. 
My eyes in tranfport boundlefs fcenes furvey : 
Here the neat * dome where facred raptures rife, 69 
From whence the contrite groan Ihall pierce the Ikies; 
Where fm-ftruck fouls bend low in humble prayer, " - 
And waft that figh which ne'er is loft in air. 

Ah ! facred turf! here a fond Parent lies. 

How my foul melts while dreadful fcenes arife ! 

The paft! Ah! fhield me, Mercy! from that thought. 

My aching brain now whirls, with horror fraught. 76 

Dead ! can it be ? *twas here we frequent ftray'd, 

And thefe fad records mournfully furvey'd. 

I mark'd the verfe, the fkulls her eye invite, 

Whilft my young bofom fhudder'd with affright ! 80 

* Clifton Church. In this church-yard the Author's Mother 
was buried. 

G 4 My 
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My heart recoird, and fhun'd the loathfomc view ; 
" Start not, my child, each human thought fubdue. 
She calmly faid^ this fate (hall once be thine. 
My woes pronounce th^.it fhall firft be mine." 
Abafti'd, I caught the awful truths Ihe fung, 85 

And on her firm refolves one moment hung ; 
Vain boaft— my bulwark tumbles to the deep, 
. Amaz'd — alone I climb the craggy fteepi 
My Ihrieking foul deferted, fuUen views 
The depths below, and Hope's fond ftrains refufti 90 
I liften'd not — She louder ftruck the lyre. 
And love divine, and moral truths confpirc. 

The proud * Crcefean crew, light, cruel, vain, 

I 
Whofe deeds have never fwell'd the Mufes' ftrain, 

Whofe bofoms others forrows ne'er aflail, 95 

Who hear, unheeding, Mifery's bitter tale. 

Here call for fatire, would the vcrfc avail. 

♦ It is fuppofed this word is derived, though not very legiti- 
mately, from CaoEgus. 

Reft, 
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Reft, impious race ! — The Mufe purfues her flight, 
Breathes purer air on Vincent's rugged height; 
Here nibbling flocks of fcanty herbage gain lOO 

A meal penurious from the barren plain ; 
Crop the low niggard bulh ; and patient, try 
The diftant walk, and every hillock nigh : 
Some bafk, fome bound, nor terrors ever knpw. 
Save from the human form, their only foe. 105 

Ye bleating innocents ! difpel your fears, 
My woe-ftruck foul in all your troubles ftiares j 
'Tis but Lactilla— fly not from the. green : 
Long have I ihar'd with you this guiltlefs fcerie. 
'Tis mine to wander o'er the dewy lawn, no 

And mark the pallid ftreak of early dawn ; 

Lo ! the grey dulk that fill'd the vacant fpace, 

/ 

Now fleets, and infant light purfues the chace ; 
From the hill top it feeks the valley low; 
Inflam'd, the checks of morn with blufhes glow j 1 1 5 

Behold 
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Behold it 'whelm'd in a bright flood of day, 
It flrives no more, but to the God givfes way. 

Ye filent, folemn *, ftrong, ftupendous heights, 

Whofe terror-ftriking frown the fchool-boy frights 

From the young dawj whilft in your rugged breaft 

The chattering brood, fecured by Horror, reft. 121 

Say, Mufe, what arm the low'ring brothers cleft. 

And the calm ftream in this low cradle left ? 

Coeval with Creation they look (down. 

And, funder'd, ftill retain their native frown. 1 15 

Beneath thofe heights, lo! balmy fprings "I- arife. 

To which pale Beauty's faded image flies ; 

Their kindly powers life's genial heat reftore. 

The tardy pulfe, whofe throbs were almoft o'er. 

Here beats a livelier tune. The breezy air, 130 

To the wild hills invites the languid fair: . 

* St. ViNCENT'sTocks, betwcen which flows the River A von. 
t The Hot Wells, 

Fear 
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Fear not the weftern gale, thou tim'rous maid. 
Nor dread its blaft Ihall thy foft form invade ; 
Tho' cool and ftrong the quickening breezes blow 
And meet thy panting breath, 'twill quickly grow 135 
More ftrong ; then drink the odoriferous di'aught. 
With unfeen particles of he-ilth 'tis fraught. 
Sit. not within the threfhold of Defpair, 
Nor plead a weaknefs fatal to the fair 5 
Soft term for Indolence, politely given, 140 

By which we win no joy from earth or heaven. 
Foul Fiend! thou bane of health, fair Virtue's bane. 
Death of true pleafure, fource of real pain ! 
Keen cxercife (hall brace the fainting foul, 
And bid her flacken'd powers more vigorous roll. 145 

Blame not my ruftic lay, nor think me rude. 
If I avow Conceit's the grand prelude 
To dire difeafe and death. Your high-born maid. 
Whom faftiion guides, in youth's firft bloom fhall fade; 
3 She 
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She fecks the caufe, th' efFeft would fain elude, 150 
By Death's o'crftretchifig ftride too clofc purfu'd. 
She faints within his icy grafp, yet ftares. 
And wonders why the Tyrant yet appears— 
Abrupt — fo foon— Thine, Fafhion, is the crime. 
Fell Diflipation does the work of time* 155 

, How thickly cloth'd, yon * rock of fcanty foil. 

Its lovely verdure fcorns the hand of Toil. 

Here the deep green, and here the lively plays. 

The ruffet birch, and ever-blooming bays j 

The vengeful black-thorn, of wild beauties proud, 160 

Blooms beauteous in the gloomy-chequer'd crowd : 

The barren elm, the ufeful feeding oak, 

Whofe hamadryad ne'er Ihould feel the ftrokc 

Of axe relentlefs, till twice fifty years 

Have crown'd her woodland joys, and fruitful cares. 

* Leigh Wood, 

The 
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Thepois'nous reptiles here their mifchiefs bring, 166 
And thro'* the helplefs fleeper dart the fting; 
The toad envenom'd, hating human eyes. 
Here fprings to light, lives long, and aged dies. 
The harmlefs fnail, flow-journeying, cfreeps away, 170 
Sucks the young dew, but fhuns the bolder day. 
(Alas ! if tranfmigration Ihould prevail, 
I fear Lactilla's foul muft houfe in fnail.) 
The long-nofed moufe, the woodland rat is here. 
The fightlefs mole, with nicely-pointed ear j 175 
The timid rabbit hails th' impervious glooni. 
Eludes the dog's keen fcent, and fhuns her doom. 

Various the tenants of this tangled wood. 
Who fkulk all day, all night review the flood. 
Chew the wafii'd weed driven by the beating wave, 1 80 
Or feafl: on dreadful food, which hop'd a milder grave 
Hail, ufeful channel ! Commerce fpreads her wings. 
From either pole her various treafure brings -, 

Wafted 
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Wafted by thee, the mariner long ftray'd, 
ClafpsVhe ^ond parent, and the fighing maid ; 185 
Joy tunes the cry ; the rcycks rebound' the roar. 
The deep vibration quivers 'long the fhore ; 
The merchant hears, and hails the peeping maft, 
Thewave-drench'd failor fcorns all peril paftj 
Now love and joy the noify crew invite, 190 

And clumfy mufic crpwns the rough delight. 

Yours be the vulgar diflbnance, while I 
Crofs the low ftream, and ftretch the ardent 

eye * ' ' 

O'er Nature's wilds,; 'tis peace, 'tis joy ferene. 
The thought as pure as calm. thq. vei'nal fcene. 195 
Ah, lovely meads ! my bofom lighter grows. 
Shakes ofFher huge oppreflive weight of woes. 
And fwells in guiltlcfs rapture ; ever hail, 
'tht tufted grove, and the low-winding vale ! 

Low 
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Low not, ye herds, your lufty Matters bring 200 
The crop of Summer ; and the genial Spring 
Feels for your wants, and foftens Winter's rage, 
The hoarded hay-ftack fhall your woes affuagci 
Woes fumm'd in one alone, 'tis Nature's call. 
That fecret voice which fills creation all. v 205 

Beneath this ftack * Louisa's dwelling rofc. 
Here the fair Maniac bore three Winters fnows. 
Here long fhe fliiver'd, ftifFening in the blaft. 
The lightnings round their livid horrors caft ; 
The thunders roar, while rufhing torrents pour, 210 
And add new woes to bleak affliftion's hour ; 
The heavens lour difmal while; the ftorm dcfccnds. 
No Mother's bofom the foft maid befriends s . 

* The beautiful unfortunate Louisa, fugitive Foreigner, lived 
three years in a ftate of diftradtion under this 'hay -ftack, without 
going into a houfe. She once confefTed, in a lucid interval, that 
(he had efcaped from a Convent, in v^'hich ihe had been confined 
by her father, on refufing a marriage of liis propofing, her affec- 
tions being engaged to another man. 

But^ 
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But, frlghten'd, o'er the wil(Js fhe fwiftly flies. 
And drench'd with rains, the rooflefs hay-ftack tries. 

The morn was fair, and gentle fought 216 

Thcfe lonely woodlands, friends to fober Thought ; 
With Solitude, the flow-pac'd maid is feen 
Tread the dark grove, arid unfrequented green. 

Well knew their lurkings; Phoebus (hone, 220 

While, mufing, fhe purfued the track alone. 
O, thou kind friend ! whom here I dare not name. 
Who to Louisa's fhed of mifery came, ^ 
Lur'd by xhe tale, figh'd o'er her beauteous form, , 
And gently drew her from the beating ftorm, 225 
Stand forth— defend, for well thou canft, the caufe 
Of Heaven, and juftify its rigid law^ i 
Yet own that human laws are harfhly given. 
When they extend beyond the will of Heaven. 
Say, can thy pen for that hard duty plead, 230 

. By which the meek and helplefs maid's decreed 

To 
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To dire feclufion J Snatch'd from guiltlcfs joys. 
To where corroding grief the frame dcftroys ; 
Monaftic glooms^ which aftive virtue cramp. 
Where horrid filence chills the vital lamp j 235 

Slowly and faint the languid pulfes beat. 
And the chill'd heart forgets its genial heat; 
The dim funk eye, with hopelefs glance, explores 
The fblemn aifles, and death*denouncing doors. 
Ne'er to be paft again. — Now heaves the figh, 240 
Now unavailing forrows fill the eye : 
Fancy once more brings back the long-loft youth 
To the fond foul, in all the charms of Truth 5 
She welcomes the lov'd image ; bufy Thought 
Pourtrays the paft, with guiltlefs pleafures fraught; 
'Tis momentary blifs, 'tis rapture high, 446 

The heart o'erflows, and all is cxtacy. 
Memory 1 I charge thee yet preferve the (hade. 
Ah I kt not yet the glittering colours fade ! 

H Forbear 



9$ CLIFTQN lill^U 

Forbear the cruel fu(:ure ytt tp ytcw, 450 

When the f%d foul muft \nd a loag *fliw, - 

E'en to its fi^nciqd bJiisrtrAh ! t^jpn n.ot y(t 

Thou wretched bf nk?u|>t> ttljaf njyg: fqan. ft)fget 

This farewel draught pCjoyf i lo^ Fa^cy di^i 

E'en the thin phantQnc). of-p^ p!fi%fi?r? fli<5?t. ^SS 

Thought f\nks in xf^\ ^Pci> tw^poortq; giy^ 

Her prcfcnt bJj^,, ifee hii^% the future Kvc:i. 

Xhe fpi^it foQA au^ts tiha^ (qad,cl?i%5 fp* %x . / 

The future offers. ^ni/U*4 n^?% : . . 

Hope qv/te extiq^ft, Ip I ft^tic-tlvfq* tl^ %U}s$ ^ 

She raye3, vhil|?LSuP':Ri^^TfTiqr^g-^m(ly,f^^ 

Th' exlji^uftcd m^ffcr r^gpp^ ^^.w]^iMhs^. . 

Round the d;;ear dpn^^^ aflfifficl^ the; dafifecft vMW 

The glance diftraftedea^h fad fi^e^^ n^ets^. 

The forrow-ipealyijg^eye.iij $i^ce. greets ... oj^}^ 

Each di?afh-dj?vot94.nj^dj I^qv/sa here 

Runs thro' each, yar^io^s, ^Bf. pC fad; 4pfpaifii; 

Now 
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Now fwells Yfith gufts of hope, now fick'ning dies^ 
Alternsttc thoughts of clcath and IMc arif^ 
Within her paitfmgJ fdui I thdfirm uelblvc^ 
Xhencwdefeei m fti^ofig^r ftars^ diffohrc. 
S^p. ftarts— then feiz'd the moment of her fetes 
Quits-the lime dbyfter and the horrid ferate, 
Whilft wilder horrors to receive her Wiit j ' 
Muffled, oa Fre€donp>*'s happy plains' tficf ftai^dj ify 
And eager ieizq her no« Telu^lant iahdi 
Tqo late (ia thcife miMv^iores. the iftewrner came, 
Ecjir. nowithe' guik- of ffigfrt o'erwhelnrrs her frame : 
Her broken vows in wild diforder roll. 
And ftick like ferpents in her trembling foul; aSo 
Thought, what art thou ? of thee Ihe boafts no more. 
Overwhelmed, thoa-dy*ft-amid the wilder roar 
Of lawlefs anarchy, which fweeps the foul, 
Whilft her drown'd faculties like pebbles roll. 
Unloosed, uptorn, by whirlwinds of defpair, 285 
Each well-taught moral now diflbl ves in air 5 

8 Di(heverd, 
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Difheverd, lo ! her beauteous treffes fly. 
And the wild glance now fills the ftarting eyes 
The balls, fierce glaring in their orbits move. 
Bright fpheres, where beam'd the fparkling fires of 
Love, 290 

Now roam for objects which once.fiird her mind. 
Ah ! long-loflr objefts they muft never find. 
Ill ftarr'd Louisa I Memory, *tis a ftrain, 
•Which fills my foul with fympathetic pain. 
Remembrance, hence, give thy Viain ftruggles o'er, 
Nor fwell the line vrixh forms that live no more. 296 



THE END^ 



